
11 

COME BACK 

We hope to see you next week.   

Each Sunday we celebrate the Resurrection of Christ  

with our morning Matins service at 8:45am  

followed by the main Sunday service, Divine Liturgy at 10am. 

Sunday School for the Children follows Communion.  

Fr. Elia would love to speak with you  

and answer any questions you may have.   

Please fill out our Guest Form.  

There’s also a place where you can let us know any specific 

needs or concerns and we will lift them up in prayer.  

We welcome everyone who would like to learn more about the 

Orthodox Christian Faith.  

                                                            ABOUT COMMUNION  
We are happy that you have joined us today. Indeed, we pray for the “unity of the Faith” for 
the day when all of Christianity are united as ONE and can share a common Chalice. However, 
this is not the case as yet. Please note that Holy Communion, the actual Body & Blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, is only for Members of the Orthodox Church who have prepared themselves 
through prayer, fasting, and confession, & arrived before the Gospel reading. However,  
everyone is welcome to partake of the blessed bread and receive a blessing from the pastor at 
the dismissal. If you are interested, you may inquire with the pastor how you can become a 
member. 
If you are a guest or otherwise not a regular communicant, please give your baptismal name 
when receiving.  
 

Welcome  

to St. Anthony The Great  

Antiochian Orthodox  

Christian Church   
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4031 Aurora Rd., Melbourne, Florida 32934    
Very Rev. Fr. Elia Shalhoub, Pastor & Dean of South Florida Deanery 

Phone: (305) 812-4940 , E-Mail: elia_shalhoub@yahoo.com  

May 17, 2026  

 

Sunday of the Blind Man 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WELCOME TO ST. ANTHONY’S 
Where people from around the world come together to serve God and our community. We are glad you are 

worshipping with us today! This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy,  

Catholic, and Apostolic Church. The Church of Antioch belongs to two thousand years of  

evangelization, teaching, history, and tradition which expresses the continued commitment  

of its members to the Orthodox Christian faith in the Lord Jesus Christ!  

St. Anthony Church is a Pan-Orthodox community,  under the omophorion  

of His Eminence Metropolitan SABA 

within  Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America.  

If you are a first time visitor, please fill out the guest form located on the literature table.  

We want you to feel at home in prayer and worship.  Please submit your names to the ushers  

and introduce yourself to Fr. Elia at the end of the service so he may welcome you personally. 

Following services, please join us for sharing of fellowship, coffee, and food.   
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Divine Liturgy Variables for Sunday, May 17, 2026 

Tone 5 / Eothinon 8 

Sixth Sunday of Pascha: Sunday of the Blind Man 

Apostles Andronikos and Junia of the Seventy; Athanasios the New, bishop of Christianopolis 

VARIOUS ARRANGEMENTS OF “CHRIST IS RISEN” 
Arabic (slow, chant) // English (slow, chant) // English-Arabic-Greek (quick, chant) 

English-Greek (slow, choral) // Arabic (slow, choral) 

~ The Priest begins Divine Liturgy with “Blessed is the Kingdom” and the choir responds “Amen.” Bearing the 

Paschal Candle, the Priest then leads the singing of the Paschal Apolytikion and censes the west side of the 

altar. 

Priest:  Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and upon those in the tombs  

              bestowing life! 

~ The Choir then sings this twice, and the Liturgy continues with the Great Litany. 

 

                                                                          THE FIRST ANTIPHON 

Verse: Shout with joy to God, all the earth; sing to His Name, give glory to His praises. 

Refrain:  Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Verse: Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee. Let it sing 

a song to Thy Name, O Most High. (Refrain) Glory… Both now… (Refrain) 

 

                                                                        THE SECOND ANTIPHON 

Verse: May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He cause His face to shine upon us, and have   

              mercy upon us. 

Refrain:  Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia. 

Verse: That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy salvation among all nations; let the people give thanks 

to Thee, O God, let all the people give thanks to Thee. (Refrain) Verse:     May God bless us, and may all the 

ends of the earth fear Him. (Refrain)  Glory… Both now… O, only begotten Son and Word of God… 

 

                                                                          THE THIRD ANTIPHON 

Verse: Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let those who hate Him flee from before His 

face. 

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and upon those in the tombs, bestow-

ing life! 

Please support our sponsors 

Address:  144 Fifth Ave Indialantic FL 32903 

Phone #:  321-727-8944  

Website:  Skewersgrille.com 

If you would like to promote your business, and support our bulletin, place your 

ad here. Only $100 a year - that’s less then $2 per ad. To place your ad in our 
weekly bulletin call or email Yuliya: (321) 960-9564 or yuliya.warner@yahoo.com 

https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/trop-pascha.standard.arabic.pdf
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/Trop-Pascha.Standard.English.pdf
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/trop-pascha.standard-quick2.pdf
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/Christ%20is%20Risen%2002-1.pdf
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/christ_is_risen-arabic-choral2.pdf
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Reading helps you accept the other as he is and enter an understanding of him, even though you 
are not required to adopt his views. It also enriches you, through engagement with the ideas of 
others, by allowing you to benefit from what they have attained. 
Reading is an inexhaustible mine of knowledge, and the path of reading leads to continual ma-
turity. 
Remember the words of the Apostle Paul to his disciple Timothy (first epistle), and you will 
find great benefit in them: 
"Devote yourself to reading (4:13)… Avoid profane and old wives' tales (4:7)… Avoid the ob-
session with arguments and quarrels, from which come envy, strife, insults, evil suspicions, and 
constant friction among people whose minds are corrupted and who have been deprived of the 
truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain (6:4-5)." 

Prot. no.: 255/2026 
May 17, 2026 
Beloved Hierarchs, Clergy, and Faithful of our Archdiocese, 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! Christ is risen! Truly He is risen! 
As inaugurated last year, our Archdiocese sets aside the third Sunday of May as Teacher Apprecia-
tion Sunday, to remember, honor, and pray for our esteemed church school teachers and directors. 
We extend heartfelt thanks to our Christian Education Ministry, including its director, diocesan co-
ordinators, and curriculum writers, who help prepare resources and materials for this vital-
ly important ministry. The work they do is felt throughout our beloved Archdiocese. 
Most especially, we extend our gratitude to the church school directors and teachers who labor and 
serve within their parishes. Thousands of parishioners answer the call each year to dedicate their 
time, talents, and treasures to educating the children of our Archdiocese in the Orthodox Faith. 
They faithfully cultivate their gifts, study and contemplate the material they are to teach, pre-
pare lessons and resources, and give of themselves wholeheartedly in imparting knowledge essen-
tial for the spiritual growth of Orthodox Christians. 
In my youth, God sent me a godly teacher who led me and my companions to discover the patristic 
and ascetic practices of the Orthodox Tradition. She became a gateway for us to the communion of 
the saints and the living Gospel. God blessed us then, just as He continues to bless our churches 
today with men and women who direct our children to Christ. I am sure many of you remember 
special teachers who played a similar role in your own Christian formation, and it is fitting that 
we honor them on this day. 
We have partnered with our Department of Ancient Faith Ministries to offer a gift to our direc-
tors and teachers as a small token of our gratitude for their holy and sacred ministry to our youth. 
With prayerful best wishes, I remain, 
Yours in the Risen Christ, 
+SABA 
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America 
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Verse:   As smoke vanishes, so let them vanish, as wax melts before the fire. (Refrain)  Verse: So let sinners 

perish before the face of God, and let the righteous be glad. (Refrain)  Verse: This is the day which the Lord 

hath made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Refrain) 

 

                                                      THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF PASCHA 

In the gathering places bless ye God the Lord, from the springs of Israel. Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen 

from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia. 

~ Now sing these apolytikia in the following order. 

 

                                                        RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE 

Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the Virgin for 

our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead 

by His glorious Resurrection. 

 

                                                           APOLYTIKION OF ST. ANTHONY THE GREAT 

Thou didst become like the zealous Elijah in his condition, and followed John the Baptist in his upright ways. 

Becoming a dweller in the wilderness, and an establisher of the universe by thy prayer O Father Anthony. 

Wherefore intercede thou with Christ our God to save our souls. 

 

                                                          THE KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT 

Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the power of     Hades, and 

didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice, and giving peace unto Thine 

Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen. 

 

                                                                                     THE EPISTLE 

               Thou, O Lord, shalt keep us and preserve us. Save me, O Lord, for the godly man is no more. 

                                                 The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (16:16-34) 

In those days, while we the apostles were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a 

spirit of divination, who brought her masters much gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, and cried 

out saying: “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” And she 

did this for many days. But Paul was annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit: “I charge you in the Name of 

Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. But when her masters saw that the hope of 

their gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the rulers; and 

when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said: “These men are disturbing our city, and they, be-

ing Jews, are setting forth customs which are not lawful for us to receive or observe, since we are Romans.” 

The multitude then rose up together against them, and the magistrates tore their garments off them, and 

commanded to beat them with rods. And when they had inflicted many stripes upon them, they cast them 

into prison, charging the jailer to keep them safely. Having received such a charge, he cast them into the in-

ner prison, and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 

hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that 

the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and every one’s fet-

ters were unfastened.  And the jailer, being roused out of sleep and seeing the prison doors open, drew his 

sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried out with a loud 

voice saying: “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” And he called for lights and rushed in, and fell down 

before Paul and Silas trembling with fear, and brought them out and said: “Masters, what must I do to be 

saved?” And they said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” And 

they spoke the word of the Lord to him, and to all who were in his house. And he took them the same hour of 

the night, and washed their stripes, and was baptized, he and his entire household. Then he brought them up 

into his house, and set food before them, and rejoiced greatly, with his entire house, in that he had  



believed in God. 

                                                                                  THE GOSPEL 

                                       The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (9:1-38) 

At that time, when Jesus was passing, he saw a man blind from his birth. And His disciples asked Him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this 

man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him. I must work the works 

of Him who sent Me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the 

light of the world.” As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man’s 

eyes with the clay, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam,” which means “Sent.” So he went and 

washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, “Is not 

this the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he;” others said, “No, but he is like him.” He said, “I 

am the man.” They said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus 

made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so I went and washed and re-

ceived my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees the 

man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. 

The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, 

and I washed, and I see.”  Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for He does not keep the 

Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” There was a division among 

them. So they again said to the blind man, “What do you say about Him, since He has opened your eyes?” He 

said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they 

called the parents of the man who had received his sight, and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was 

born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he 

was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of 

age, he will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already 

agreed that if anyone should confess him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.  Therefore, his 

parents said, “He is of age, ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and 

said to him, “Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “Whether he is a sinner, I 

do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did He do to you?  

How did He open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do 

you want to hear it again? Do you too want to become His disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You are 

His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we 

do not know where He comes from.” The man answered, “Why, this is a marvel! You do not know where He 

comes from, and yet He opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a wor-

shiper of God and does His will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that any-

one opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, He could do nothing.” They an-

swered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard that 

they had cast him out, and having found him He said, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” He answered, “And 

who is He, Sir, that I may believe in Him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen Him, and it is He who speaks to 

you.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped Him. 

 

                                                        MEGALYNARION FOR PASCHA IN TONE ONE 

The Angel cried unto her that is full of grace: O pure Virgin, rejoice, and again I say, rejoice; for thy Son hath 

arisen from the grave on the third day. 

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord hath arisen upon thee; dance now and be glad, O Zi-

on, and do thou exult, O pure Theotokos, in the arising of Him Whom thou didst bear. 

 

                                         KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT 

                                        Receive ye the body of Christ; taste ye the Fountain of immortality. 

                                      Instead of “We have seen the true light,” sing “Christ is Risen” once. 

                                                        Guidance on Reading 
                                            His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper) 
Many people do not properly understand what they read. Reading has its own principles and 
disciplines, and unless the reader observes them, he may lose his way in understanding the text 
before him. 
One of the simplest of these principles is to read calmly and attentively. Hasty reading leaves 
little room for proper comprehension, for grasping the content, reflecting upon it, analyzing it, 
and arriving at the understanding intended by the author. 
Likewise, neglecting punctuation marks—such as periods, commas, quotation marks, and the 
like—and failing to pause where necessary can lead the reader to conclusions never intended by 
the writer. Meanings become confused and intermixed. Such reading often produces mistaken 
results and may even end up contradicting what the author actually wished to say. Consequent-
ly, the reader burdens the text with meanings it does not contain and attributes to the writer 
thoughts that never crossed his mind—sometimes even the exact opposite of his point of view. 
Avoid reading from a preconceived position, as when you prepare yourself to attack what you 
assume to be the author's stance because it differs from your own. In such a case, you read 
merely to argue and dispute, without paying attention to what the text itself is saying. You pro-
ject onto it your own prior ideas and convictions, understanding the text according to your own 
preferences, or in a partial or distorted manner. This kind of reading is deeply flawed because it 
prevents you from seeking the truth. 
Your prior attitude toward the author also plays a negative and often unconscious role in your 
understanding of the text. You reject or classify it beforehand simply because it comes from a 
certain person whom you dislike, disagree with, or oppose. 
Such an attitude cuts you off from truly understanding the other person as he presents and de-
fines himself. You remain enclosed within your own fortress, hurling accusations at those 
whom you reject personally or reject because of their ideas and positions. In this way, you hard-
en within your intellectual shell, die in your isolation, and contribute nothing positive to society. 
Sound reading is based on trying to understand the text as it truly is, without imposing upon it 
what you merely imagine to be there—when in reality those assumptions reside within yourself, 
whether because of bias, intention, or closed-mindedness. Once you understand the author's per-
spective, you are then free to critique, reject, discuss, respond to, or debate it. 
A story is not read in the same way as poetry. Likewise, a scientific book is not read in the same 
manner as a religious one. Every field has its own literary style and terminology, whose mean-
ings differ from one discipline to another. It is both useful and necessary to know the character-
istics of different literary forms, and this is acquired through the practice of reading itself. The 
reading of any text—and especially a religious text—also requires a purified intellectual ap-
proach; that is, you approach reading with a spirit that seeks truth, not with a spirit of criticism 
and attack. You first read in order to understand what the text wishes to say, and only afterward 
may you evaluate it intellectually according to your own position and the ideology you embrace. 
Do not focus only on certain paragraphs while neglecting others. Read the entire text, and mark 
the sentences that draw your attention so that you may preserve or remember them. Selective 
reading of any text leads to false and distorted understandings. 
Reading is a purifying act, because it obliges you to listen to what you read or hear, to become 
acquainted with the views of others, and to enter their world. 



TODAY’S FEAST SunDAY OF ThE blinDmAn 

May 17th 2026  
 The Lord Jesus was coming from the Temple on the Sabbath, when, 
while walking in the way, He saw the blind man mentioned in today's 
Gospel. This man had been born thus from his mother's womb, that 
is, he had been born without eyes (see Saint John Chrysostom, Homi-
ly LVI on the Gospel of Saint John; Saint Irenaeus, Against Heresies, 
Book V:15; and the second Exorcism of Saint Basil the Great). 
When the disciples saw this, they asked their Teacher, "Who did sin, 
this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?" They asked this 
because when the Lord had healed the paralytic at the Sheep's Pool, 

He had told him, "Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee" (John 5:14); so they 
wondered, if sickness was caused by sin, what sin could have been the cause of his being 
born without eyes. But the Lord answered that this was for the glory of God. Then the 
God-man spat on the ground and made clay with the spittle. He anointed the eyes of the 
blind man and said to him, "Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam." Siloam (which means 
"sent") was a well-known spring in Jerusalem used by the inhabitants for its waters, 
which flowed to the eastern side of the city and collected in a large pool called "the Pool of 
Siloam." 
Therefore, the Saviour sent the blind man to this pool that he might wash his eyes, which 
had been anointed with the clay-not that the pool's water had such power, but that the 
faith and obedience of the one sent might be made manifest, and that the miracle might 
become more remarkable and known to all, and leave no room for doubt. 
Thus, the blind man believed in Jesus' words, obeyed His command, went and washed 
himself, and returned, no longer blind, but having eyes and seeing. This was the greatest 
miracle that our Lord had yet worked; as the man healed of his blindness himself testified, 
"Since time began, never was it heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born 
blind," although the Lord had already healed the blind eyes of many. Because he now had 
eyes, some even doubted that he was the same person (John 9:8-9); and it was still lively in 
their remembrance when Christ came to the tomb of Lazarus, for they said, "Could not 
this man, who opened the eyes of the blind man, have caused that even this man should 
not have died?" Saint John Chrysostom gives a thorough and brilliant exposition of our 
Lord's meeting with the woman of Samaria, the healing of the paralytic, and the miracle 
of the blind man in his commentaries on the Gospel of Saint John. 

 

Andronikos the Apostle of the 70  
and Junia the Martyr 
These Apostles are mentioned by Saint Paul in his Epistle to the Romans, where he writes: 
"Greet Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen and my fellow prisoners, who are of note 
among the Apostles, who also were in Christ before me" (Rom. 16:7). 

FOOD FOR THE NEEDY (Basket in the Foyer) 
Please remember to bring non-perishable food as well as toiletries, diapers, etc.  

when you attend church services.  

Please pray for the healing of Jonathan Geffen, Gregory Warner, Joni DeBaldo,  

Georgia Davis, Laney Ricketts, Michealle Carey, Debbie Thieme, Adriana Theodoropoulos, 

Beverly Delida, Alix Hall, Nina and Diogo Penas, Beth Manzini, John Archambeau,  

Alex & Soula, Susan Moran, Susan Perers, Ceara Jacobs, William Snell, Vasilika Yardines, 

Faouzi Najjar, Marie Williams, and His Grace Bishop Nicholas 
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Fasting Calendar                        
No Fasting until Ascension May 21  

      This Week 

 

Sunday 05/17    8:45 am: Matins Service,     

                              10:00 am: Divine Liturgy,                       

followed by Fellowship Hour, Sunday School 

Wednesday 05/20    5:30 pm: Great Vespers    

Saturday, 05/23    4:00 pm: Catechism Class 

                                5:30 pm: Great Vespers 

                                followed by Confessions  

Sunday, 05/24     8:45 am: Matins Service,     

                              10:00 am: Divine Liturgy,                

followed by Fellowship Hour, Sunday School, 

Teen SOYO Meeting 

                                                         Epistle                                        
 May 17th   (Blindman)              Kurt Ziems           Acts of the Apostles. (16:16-34) 
 May 24th   (Holy Fathers)   Jeffrey Dick    Acts of the Apostles. (20:16-18, 28-36) 
 May 31st   (Pentecost)              Subdeacon Jean         Acts of the Apostles (2:1-11)  

Thank you to AMen for preparing coffee hour 

Please sign up on the calendar in the narthex to prepare  

and serve food for our coffee hour.  

We could use sponsors for May 24, June 7, June 28th 

May Birthdays and Anniversaries 
11: Amani Adili 

12: Steven and Traci Singleton Wed. Anniver-

sary  

13: Beverly Delida  

16: Charlie Munoz  

18: Henry and Donna Soto 

Wed. Anniversary  

19: Nickolas Mariano 

       Jennifer Glass 

20: Seleen Adili B-day 

24: Beth Manzini  

27: Tristan Riter  

       Alex and Bobbi Skaff Wed. Anniversary  

30: Sam and Ceara Jacobs Wed. Anniversary              

      (5 years) 

31: Corina Dragu 

Happy Birthday in Heaven Shirley Young. 

(May 12) May her memory be Eternal! 
If you don’t see your Birthday and/or Anniversary, —> 
please let Yuliya know so she can update our list. 

Sunday School Graduation and Fundraiser Luncheon  

Sunday, May 31 



Mark Your Calendars!!!   
St. Anthony Family Night and Bible Bowl,  

Saturday, June 6th!   
We will have Vespers, eat a potluck then do our Bible Bowl!!

All are welcome, so gather a team of 3 to include  
your family or friends to have a friendly competition.  

We will be answering questions over  
the Book of Exodus (chapters 1-20, 32-34, 38-40).  

        Team Sign Ups in April. 
                                     Questions? Ask Holly 

Workshop Announcement 
Melinda Johnson from West Palm will be doing a workshop called "The Tree of Life as Identity 
in Christ: Cultivating Mental and Spiritual Health within our Orthodox Ethos". The event will 
take place at our church on Saturday, May 30. We will begin with DIvine Liturgy at 9am, fol-

lowed by pizza and ice cream breakfast and then the workshop (~11am-2pm).  
See Flyer on the Bulletin Board 

 
Seeing Christ 

As Christians, we can become spiritually blind, because even though we can see, we don’t worship 
Christ. We use our sight to worship the things of this world. We use our eyes for the wrong reasons. The 
bible says ‘if the eye is good, the body is full of light, but if the eye is bad, the body is full of dark-
ness’ (Matthew 6:22-23). It is quite frequently mentioned that the eye is the gateway to the body. In-
deed, spiritually this is true! Rather than worshipping Christ as the blind man did when he received his 
sight (John 9:1-38), we bow down before the things which lead us astray from God. Often, our “sight” is 
focused on our computers, laptops, video games, magazines, TVs, iPads, iPhones, Facebook, Instagram 
etc. Our eyes are geared toward these things, and in turn, what we are doing is worshiping them. Be-
cause, in the end, what we give most importance to in our life is what we worship. Many of us are giv-
ing more importance to the things of the world than God. Can we put our iPads down and pick up a bi-
ble or prayer book? Think of the ease and the minimal resistance that we have to turn on the TV, or go 
on facebook. Similarly, think of the difficulty and resistance that we have when we have to pray the 
prayers of the church, read the bible, or the writings of the Church Fathers. The reason is straightfor-
ward: our eyes are worshiping the things of the world, rather than the Christ who stands before us. The 
blind man was no longer blind because he could see, but rather because he could “see” Jesus as the Son 
of God. Are we seeing Christ in our Life? 

Fr. Elia 

Church Work Day Saturday, May 23 

Contact Michealle at (301) 787-1174 

                                
 

Sunday of the blindman 

Beloved In Christ 

Christ is Risen 
This week, I came across the following words by +Saint Issac the Syrian 

that I would like to share with you. 
"God is greater! Greater than your illness whatever it may be. Greater 
than your deepest disappointment. Greater than your greatest worry. 

Greater than your worst enemy. Greater than your most difficult problem. 
Greater than life. Greater than death. God is greater! Believe it! Live by it! 
Affirm it! Claim it by faith and use it as a pillow to rest your weary soul. 
God is greater! If your God is not greater, then the God you believe in is 

too small. He is not the God the Church believes in."  
+ St Isaac the Syrian 

 

                                  In the Risen Lord,                                
                                        Fr. Elia Shalhoub     

                                                                                 Very Rev. Fr. Elia Shalhoub, Pastor 

Laying Blame 
 by Abbot Tryphon  

Putting the Blame in the Right Place  
St. Marks the Ascetic Wrote: 

“Real Knowledge is patiently to accept affliction and not to blame others for our own mistakes” 
We all have a natural tendency to lay blame on others, when in truth we must blame only ourselves. 

When facing our own sins and shortcomings, it is always easy to put the blame on others, yet our 
faith tells us that spiritual progress can only come with the acquisition of a humble and contrite 

heart. As long as we are anxious to put the blame on others for our shortcomings, we will remain 
stagnant on the spiritual path. The saints give clear witness that progress towards holiness can only 
come when we look only to our own faults, and not see the faults of others. It is far more comforta-
ble to see the wickedness of others, for in focusing on them, we can forgo the all important work of 
changing our own behavior, and allowing the Holy Spirit to transform our own fallen nature. Fo-
cusing on the shortcomings of others allows our own self-serving pride to grow stronger, and we 

remain puffed up, and wallow in unfounded pride. When we keep our attention focused on our own 
shortcomings, we keep vigilant until our last day, guarding our soul until the final judgement. When 

we take our eyes off our own faults, while focusing on our neighbor’s sin, we deprive ourselves of 
precious time for repentance. Since we do not know the day or hour of our last breath, we must 
treat every moment as though it were our last. The Very. Rev. Abbot Tryphon is Igumen of All-

Merciful Saviour Monastery on Vashon Island, Washington.  
This and other articles may be found on his website abbottryphon.com 


