COME BACK
We hope to see you next week.

Each Sunday we celebrate the Resurrection of Christ
with our morning Matins service at 8:45am
followed by the main Sunday service, Divine Liturgy at 10am.
Sunday School for the Children follows Communion.

Fr. Elia would love to speak with you
and answer any questions you may have.

Please fill out our Guest Form.

There’s also a place where you can let us know any specific
needs or concerns and we will lift them up in prayer.

We welcome everyone who would like to learn more about the
Orthodox Christian Faith.

ABOUT COMMUNION
We are happy that you have joined us today. Indeed, we pray for the “unity of the Faith” for
the day when all of Christianity are united as ONE and can share a common Chalice. However,
this is not the case as yet. Please note that Holy Communion, the actual Body & Blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ, is only for Members of the Orthodox Church who have prepared themselves
through prayer, fasting, and confession, & arrived before the Gospel reading. However,
everyone is welcome to partake of the blessed bread and receive a blessing from the pastor at
the dismissal. If you are interested, you may inquire with the pastor how you can become a
member.
If you are a guest or otherwise not a reqular communicant, please give your baptismal name
when receiving.
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WELCOME TO ST. ANTHONY’S
Where people from around the world come together to serve God and our community. We are glad you are
worshipping with us today! This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy,

Catholic, and Apostolic Church. The Church of Antioch belongs to two thousand years of

evangelization, teaching, history, and tradition which expresses the continued commitment
of its members to the Orthodox Christian faith in the Lord Jesus Christ!
St. Anthony Church is a Pan-Orthodox community, under the omophorion
of His Eminence Metropolitan SABA
within Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America.

If you are a first time visitor, please fill out the guest form located on the literature table.
We want you to feel at home in prayer and worship. Please submit your names to the ushers
and introduce yourself to Fr. Elia at the end of the service so he may welcome you personally.

Following services, please join us for sharing of fellowship, coffee, and food.

DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES FOR SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2026
TONE 4 / EOTHINON 7
FIFTH SUNDAY OF PASCHA: SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN
& AFTER-FEAST OF MID-PENTECOST

APOSTLE SIMON THE ZEALOT; VENERABLE LAURENCE OF EGYPT

VARIOUS ARRANGEMENTS OF “CHRIST IS RISEN”
Arabic (slow, chant) // English (slow, chant) // English-Arabic-Greek (quick, chant)
English-Greek (slow, choral) // Arabic (slow, choral)

~ The priest begins Divine Liturgy with “Blessed is the Kingdom” and the choir responds “Amen.” Bearing the
paschal candle, the priest then leads the singing of the Paschal Apolytikion and censes the west side of the
altar.

Priest: Christis risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and upon those in the tombs bestow-
ing life!

~ The choir then sings this twice, and the liturgy continues with the great litany.

THE FIRST ANTIPHON
Verse: Shout with joy to God, all the earth; sing to His Name, give glory to His praises.
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.
Verse: Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee. Let it sing
a song to Thy Name, O Most High. (Refrain) Glory... Both now... (Refrain)

THE SECOND ANTIPHON
Verse: May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He cause His face to shine upon us, and have
mercy upon us.
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
Verse: That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy salvation among all nations; let the people give thanks
to Thee, O God, let all the people give thanks to Thee. (Refrain) Verse: May God bless us, and may all the
ends of the earth fear Him. (Refrain) Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son and Word of God...

THE THIRD ANTIPHON
Verse: Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let those who hate Him flee from before His
face.
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answer. First, they all went to the church to get the vestments needed for the house blessing. Then, they went to the
woman's home, which consisted of one room, eight square meters in size, on the ninth floor of a large, old build-
ing.

On the way, she told the bishop that her children and grandchildren never called her and paid no attention to her.
After the blessing of the house, she served tea and cake to the bishop and his companion, and he accepted from her
an old ruble, so as not to wound her feelings. She thanked him and said, "Now I can depart in peace, after my home
has been blessed!"

Does not this elderly woman, who grew up under harsh religious persecution and was raised on atheist propaganda
in school and society, show a profound and moving sense of holiness and reverence? And should not priests like
this bishop abound in proportion to the many families who possess this sanctifying awareness of the importance of
divine blessing?

In 1990, during another visit, Bishop Basil met a young priest who had graduated from the theological faculty with
distinction, yet did not continue on to higher studies because he chose instead to serve a neglected parish in a vil-
lage in the Kostroma region and restore its crumbling eighteenth-century temple. This priest asked the bishop to
bless his church by celebrating the Divine Liturgy there. As usual, the companion tried to prevent the bishop from
accepting. This time, the distance between where they were and the church in question was much farther—only six
hundred kilometers! The bishop obeyed. He set out with the priest and his companion by car, after obtaining the
episcopal vestments.

After several hours of travel, traffic came to a halt because of an accident between a motorcycle and a truck. The
bishop learned that the motorcyclist had died. He got out of the car and went to the site of the accident, where he
found a young man weeping bitterly over his dead father. He said to the young man, "I am an Orthodox priest."
Then he asked him, "Was your father a believer, so that I may read the prayers for him?" The young man replied,
"Yes, yes, certainly. Please read the necessary prayers. My father was a very faithful Orthodox man, and he had a
spiritual father. But he did not go to church."

Bishop Basil asked in surprise, "How could he have a spiritual father and yet not go to church?" The young man
answered, "My father had been an atheist. But he listened regularly to the weekly spiritual talks of Father Rodzi-
anko (Bishop Basil himself) on the BBC. Through him, he came to faith, and he obeyed everything that this priest
said, considering him his spiritual father."

Tears streamed from Bishop Basil's eyes as he put on his epitrachelion and began to pray for the soul of his spiritu-
al son, who until that moment had been unknown to him.

Who could have imagined that God had arranged this meeting so that this man would not be deprived of the bless-
ing of his spiritual father? These are the hidden purposes of God. They may not be revealed to us quickly every
time, but the fact that they remain hidden does not mean that God is not following us in the details of our lives,
leading us toward the salvation for which we hope.

O Lord, grant Your Church priests like these righteous ones. Forgive, and do not allow us to justify, our shortcom-
ings.

Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and upon those in the tombs,
bestowing life!

Verse: As smoke vanishes, so let them vanish, as wax melts before the fire. (Refrain) Verse: So let sinners

perish before the face of God, and let the righteous be glad. (Refrain) Verse: This is the day which the Lord

hath made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Refrain)

THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF PASCHA

In the gathering places bless ye God the Lord, from the springs of Israel. Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen
from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia.
~ Now sing these hymns in the following order.

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the women disciples of the Lord cast
from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying, Death hath
been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION FOR MID-PENTECOST IN TONE EIGHT
In the midst of this Feast, O Savior, give Thou my thirsty soul to drink of the waters of true worship; for Thou
didst call out to all, saying: Whosoever is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. Wherefore, O Christ our God,
Fountain of life, glory to Thee.
~ Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. ANTHONY THE GREAT
Thou didst become like the zealous Elijah in his condition, and followed John the Baptist in his upright ways.
Becoming a dweller in the wilderness, and an establisher of the universe by thy prayer O Father Anthony.
Wherefore intercede thou with Christ our God to save our souls.

THE KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT
Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the power of Hades, and
didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice, and giving peace unto Thine
Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.

THE EPISTLE
How magnified are Thy works, O Lord. In wisdom hast Thou made them all. Bless the Lord, O my soul.
The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (11:19-30)

In those days, when the apostles were scattered because of the tribulation that arose over Stephen, they
traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one, except to Jews only. But
there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who upon coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists
also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number that believed
turned to the Lord. The report concerning them reached the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent
out Barnabas, to go as far out as Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad; and he ex-
horted them all, that with purpose of heart they should cleave to the Lord; for he was a good man, full of the
Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great multitude was added unto the Lord. Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look
for Saul; and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year, they were gathered to-
gether in the church, and they taught a great multitude of people, and the disciples were called Christians
first in Antioch. Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them named
Agabos stood up and signified by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over the whole world; and this
took place in the days of Claudius Caesar. And the disciples, every one according to his ability, determined to



send relief to the brethren who dwelt in Judaea; and they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barna-
bas and Saul.
THE GOSPEL

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (4:5-42)
At that time, Jesus came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.
Jacob’s well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as He was with his journey, sat down beside the well. It was
about the sixth hour. There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.”
For His Disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to Him, “How is it that
Thou, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and Who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give Me a drink,” you would
have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, Thou hast nothing
to draw with, and the well is deep; where do you get that living water? Art Thou greater than our father Jacob,
who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, and his sons, and his cattle?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone
who drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that | shall give him will never thirst
forever; the water that | shall give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The
woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that | may not thirst, nor come here to draw.” Jesus said to her,
“Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman answered Him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her,
“You are right in saying, ‘| have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and he whom you now have is
not your husband; this you said truly.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, | perceive that Thou art a prophet. Our
fathers worshiped on this mountain; and Thou sayest that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to wor-
ship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jeru-
salem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salva-
tion is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship Him. God is spirit, and those who worship Him must
worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to Him, “l know that Messiah is coming [He Who is called
Christ]; when He comes, He will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I Who speak to you am He.” Just then
His Disciples came. They marveled that He was talking with a woman, but none said, “What dost Thou wish?”
or, “Why art Thou talking with her?” So the woman left her water jar, and went away into the city, and said to
the people, “Come, see a man Who told me all that | ever did. Can this be the Christ?” They went out of the
city and were coming to Him. Meanwhile the Disciples besought Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” But He said to
them, “I have food to eat of which you do not know.” So the Disciples said to one another, “Has anyone
brought Him food?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him Who sent Me, and to accomplish His
work. Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? | tell you, lift up your eyes, and
see how the fields are already white for harvest. He who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal
life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another
reaps.’ | sent you to reap that for which you did not labor; others have labored, and you have entered into
their labor.” Many Samaritans from that city believed in Him because of the woman'’s testimony, “He said to
me all that | ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to Him, they asked Him to stay with them; and He
stayed there two days. And many more believed because of His words. They said to the woman, “It is no
longer because of your words that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is in-
deed the Savior of the world.”

MEGALYNARION FOR SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN IN TONE ONE
The angel spake to her that is full of grace, saying, O pure Virgin, rejoice; and | say also, Rejoice; for thy Son is
risen from the tomb on the third day.
Rejoice and be glad, O gate of the divine Light; for Jesus Who disappeared in the tomb hath risen with greater
radiance than the sun, illuminating all believers, O Lady favored of God.

The Sanctifying Dimension, Part Three
His Eminence Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

A True Story for Reflection
After I told one of my friends the story related below, he asked me, "Why do we not meet priests of this kind?" I
will leave the answer to the reader.
While browsing an Orthodox website one day, I came across this story, rich with spiritual lessons for anyone will-
ing to reflect. I wanted to share it briefly with my dear readers because I found in it a practical answer to what I had
presented in the previous two articles.
This story appeared in a recently published electronic book in Moscow, issued in Russian, English, and French,
titled Everyday Saints. It contains real stories as well as symbolic ones. Among them is the story of "the novice
bishop." The word "novice" here refers to monastic novitiate. (We have received a great blessing from this man in
this Archdiocese, because he served as a bishop for several years in America.)
The story centers on Bishop Basil Rodzianko, who fell asleep in the Lord in 1999. He was born into a Russian aris-
tocratic family. His grandfather was the president of the Imperial Duma, which forced the family into exile in 1920,
when the bishop was still a child.
They ended up in Serbia. There he grew up, was educated, and came to know great church figures, among them the
one who later became archbishop and then Saint John Maximovitch. Basil married a young woman whom he loved
deeply, chose the priesthood as the path of service to his people, and took Saint Vladimir as his patron. After the
communists came to power during and after the Second World War, he refused to leave Serbia, even though he
faced the real danger of arrest as a priest.
And that is exactly what happened. Once the new Yugoslavia had become established, persecution against the
Church intensified. He was sent to a prison camp for eighteen months. But the conflict that arose between the lead-
ers of Russia and Yugoslavia at that time, Stalin and Tito, led Tito to release all the "White Russians" from the pris-
on camps and expel them from the country.
Father Vladimir chose Paris because his spiritual father, the holy Archbishop John Maximovitch, was there. Saint
John received him with joy and, after a time, sent him to London to serve a small Serbian parish. Father Vladimir
was highly intelligent and distinguished himself in teaching and evangelism. He also knew Russian, Serbian,
French, English, Bulgarian, and a little Romanian, which qualified him to present a weekly Orthodox religious pro-
gram in Russian on the BBC.
In the 1960s, he passed through a painful period. After losing his wife, his grief drove him to vodka, to the point of
addiction. The effects of alcohol did not outwardly appear on him because his physical strength enabled him to
continue fulfilling his duties without visible failure. But one day, his wife appeared to him in a dream, reproached
him sternly, and showed him her sorrow over what he was doing. He awoke from the dream and gave up alcohol
once and for all, overcoming his human grief.
After the death of his previous spiritual father, he chose Metropolitan Anthony Bloom, the well-known Metropoli-
tan of London, famous for his spiritual depth, as his new spiritual father. In time, Metropolitan Anthony recom-
mended him to become a bishop in North America, since he had proven to be a successful missionary. According
to Russian Orthodox tradition, a bishop must be a canonical monk before his episcopal consecration. And so it was.
When he made his confession before his monastic tonsure, he said to his spiritual father, "I understand well how I
will live the vows of chastity and poverty, but I still do not understand how I will live the vow of obedience. A
bishop is the one who gives directions, guidance, and instructions. He is the one who is obeyed."
Metropolitan Anthony was silent for a moment, then answered, "Always consider yourself a novice monk, and
obey everyone who asks you for a service that you are able to fulfill." Father Vladimir took this counsel as a law of
obedience and strove to live by it for the rest of his life. He was tonsured a monk, taking his new name from his
new patron saint, Basil.
He used to visit his homeland, Russia, many times during his years as a bishop. On one occasion, he met an elderly
woman on a street in Moscow. As soon as she saw him, thinking he was a priest, she said, "Please, father, bless my
little home. For three years now I have been asking the priest of my parish to bless it, and he has not answered my
request."
He accepted her request immediately based on his vow of obedience. His companion tried to dissuade him, saying
he was under no obligation to do this. So, he asked her, "Where is your home?" She replied, "Not far. We take the
bus from the outskirts of Moscow for only forty minutes!" Yet they were in the center of Moscow, which meant
they first needed to take the metro for at least half an hour, and then the bus. Still, the bishop did not change his
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had heard the blessings in the days of Moses and Jesus of Navi. Near to this
town, Jacob, who had come from Mesopotamia in the nineteenth century
before Christ, bought a piece of land where there was a well. This well, pre-
" served even until the time of Christ, was known as Jacob's Well. Later, be-
fore he died in Egypt, he left that piece of land as a special inheritance to
his son Joseph (Gen. 49:22). This town, before it was taken into possession by Samaria, was also
the leading city of the kingdom of the ten tribes. In the time of the Romans it was called Neapolis,
and at present Nablus. It was the first city in Canaan visited by the Patriarch Abraham. Here also,
Jesus of Navi (Joshua) addressed the tribes of Israel for the last time. Almost three hundred years
later, all Israel assembled there to make Roboam (Rehoboam) king.
When our Lord Jesus Christ, then, came at midday to this city, which is also called Sychar (John
4:5), He was wearied from the journey and the heat, and He sat down at this well. After a little
while the Samaritan woman mentioned in today's Gospel passage came to draw water. As she con-
versed at some length with the Lord and heard from Him secret things concerning herself, she be-
lieved in Him; through her many other Samaritans also believed.
Concerning the Samaritans we know the following: In the year 721 before Christ, Salmanasar
(Shalmaneser), King of the Assyrians, took the ten tribes of the kingdom of Israel into captivity,
and relocated all these people to Babylon and the land of the Medes. From there he gathered vari-
ous nations and sent them to Samaria. These nations had been idolaters from before. Although
they were later instructed in the Jewish faith and believed in the one God, they worshipped the
idols also. Furthermore, they accepted only the Pentateuch of Moses, and rejected the other books
of Holy Scripture. Nonetheless, they thought themselves to be descendants of Abraham and Jacob.
Therefore, the pious Jews named these Judaizing and idolatrous peoples Samaritans, since they
lived in Samaria, the former leading city of the Israelites, as well as in the other towns thereabout.
The Jews rejected them as heathen and foreigners, and had no communion with them at all, as the
Samaritan woman observed, '"the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans" (John 4:9). There-
fore, the name Samaritan is used derisively many times in the Gospel narrations. After the Ascen-
sion of the Lord, and the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the woman of Samaria was bap-
tized by the holy Apostles and became a great preacher and Martyr of Christ; she was called Pho-
tine, and her feast is kept on February 26.

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT
Receive ye the body of Christ; taste ye the Fountain of immortality.
Instead of “We have seen the true light,” sing “Christ is Risen” once.

Upcoming Evenis

This Week May Birthdays and Anniversaries
11: Amani Adili
Sunday 05/10 Samaritan Woman 12: Steven and Traci Singleton Wed. Anniver-

Followed by Fellowship Hour, Sunday School, Parish |sary

Council Meeting 13: Beverly Delida o e
Wednesday 05/13 5:30 pm: Daily Vespers 16: Charlie Munoz - )
Saturday, 05/16 4:00 pm: Catechism Class 18: Henry and Donna Soto //‘,

Wed. Anniversary
19: Nickolas Mariano
Jennifer Glass
20: Seleen Adili B-day
24: Beth Manzini
27: Tristan Riter
Alex and Bobbi Skaff Wed. Anniversary

5:30 pm: Great Vespers
followed by Confessions
Sunday, 05/17 8:45 am: Matins Service,
10:00 am: Divine Liturgy,
followed by Fellowship Hour,
Sunday School

30: Sam and Ceara Jacobs Wed. Anniversary
(5 years)
31: Corina Dragu

Fasting Calendar
No Fasting until Ascension May 21

Happy Birthday in Heaven Shirley Young.
(May 12) May her memory be Eternal!

If you don’t see your Birthday and/or Anniversary, —>
please let Yuliya know so she can update our list.

Sunday School Graduation Sunday, May 31

Announcements

i Epistle
o May 10th (Samaritan) Kurt Ziems Acts of the Holy Apostles. (11:19-30)
3 May 17th (Blindman) Victoria Acts of the Apostles. (16:16-34)

P May 24th (Holy Fathers) Jeffrey Dick Acts of the Apostles. (20:16-18, 28-36)
May 31st (Pentecost) Subdeacon Jean Acts of the Apostles (2:1-11)

This Apostle was one of the Twelve, and was called Simon the Cananite by Mat- b o
thew, but Simon the Zealot by Luke (Matt. 10:4; Luke 6:15). The word "Cananite"
used by Matthew is believed to be derived from kana, which in the Palestinian dia-
lect of Aramaic means "'zealot" or 'zealous'; Luke therefore translates the mean-
ing of ""Cananite." Later accounts say that he was the bridegroom at the wedding
in Cana of Galilee, where the Lord Jesus changed the water into wine, making this
the first of His miracles (John 2:1-11); according to some, he is called Cananite be-
cause he was from Cana (according to others, from the Land of Canaan). Simon
means "one who hears."

THANK YOU TO FR. ELIA, ANDREW AND MARK FOR PREPARING COFFEE HOUR
PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE CALENDAR IN THE NARTHEX TO PREPARE
AND SERVE FOOD FOR OUR COFFEE HOUR.

Please pray for the healing of Jonathan Geffen, Gregory Warner, Joni DeBaldo,

Georgia Davis, Laney Ricketts, Michealle Carey, Debbie Thieme, Adriana Theodoropoulos,
Beverly Delida, Alix Hall, Nina and Diogo Penas, Beth Manzini, John Archambeau,

Alex & Soula, Susan Moran, Susan Perers, Ceara Jacobs, William Snell, Vasilika Yardines,
Faouzi Najjar, Marie Williams, and His Grace Bishop Nicholas




Workshop Announcement
Melinda Johnson from West Palm will be doing a workshop called "The Tree of Life as Identity
in Christ: Cultivating Mental and $piritual Health within our Orthodox Ethos". The event will
take place at our church on Saturday, May 30. We will begin with Dlvine Liturgy at 9am, fol-
lowed by pizza and ice cream breakfast and then the workshop (~11lam-2pm).
See Flyer on the Bulletin Board

o Happy Mother’s Day to all Mothers, Grandmothers, Great
- o " Grandmothers, Godmothers, Mother Figures, and Four
SN . 4’«’/‘ 3 legged creatures’ Mommies
) ) 4
V
N
>)
By - Proverbs 31:28—-29
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SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN
BELOVED IN CHRIST

Christ is risen
Blessed Feast of Mid-Pentecost!

This Sunday we are reading about Christ's meeting the
Samaritan Woman at the well. St. John Chrysostom (Nicene and Post-
Nicene Fathers, Schaff 1 14:118) mentions her
evangelic response. Let us grow by her simple example as practical evan-
gelists.

"As the apostles left their nets on being called, so she leaves her water jar
to do the work of an evangelist by calling not one or two people, as An-
drew and Philip did, but a whole city."

- St. John Chrysostom

We wish all the Mothers in our Parish a very Happy and Blessed
Mother’s Day, may God grant them all many years.

In the Risen Lord,
Fn. Elia Shaltoal

Thoughts on the Fullness of Life, Part Two
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

A famous saying of the blessed Augustine is true of man, in every place and time. It has
an influential and profound impact on today’s man who is tormented and spiritually be-
sieged from all sides. The blessed one says, addressing God: “You created us to turn to
you, O Lord, and our hearts will not find rest unless they rest in you.” Augustine reflects
the words of Christ: “I have come that you may have life, and that it may be more abun-
dantly” (John 10:10). Perhaps the most beautiful meaning that the Greek original of this
verse carries is the following: “I came that you may have life, and that you may have the
fullness of life.”

Many people searched for and found in the person of Christ the meaning the meaning of
life in general, and for their own lives in particular. Some of them, such as the great novel-
ist Fyodor Dostoevsky, made this discovery, saying, “If anyone could prove to me that

Christ is outside the truth, and if the truth really did exclude Christ, I should prefer to
stay with Christ and not with truth.” Not all these people are monks and hermits. The his-
tory of the Church is full of saints and lovers of God and His gospel from all categories:
married and celibate, high and simple in education, men and women, the elderly and chil-
dren, kings and rulers, free and slaves, rich and poor.

Why don't all human beings believe in this truth? Why don't they search for it, especially
all Christians? One contemporary theologian says: '""The problem isn't that there are few
saints, but that not all Christians are saints!" I wonder if the reason lies in humans' fear
of facing what they can't handle or comprehend, so they prefer to stay in the shallows ra-
ther than soar? Could it be the pride rooted within them, a product of subconscious fear,
the barrier preventing them from liberating themselves from their constraints and em-
barking on the vastness of life to which they are inherently called? Or is it the economic
consumerist grind that absorbs their energy, potential, and all that's beautiful in them,
making them chase after requirements the current media falsely portrays as essential,
causing further estranging from themselves?

These and other reasons often play a role in depriving humans of discovering true life and
realizing their true calling. But there is no doubt among all who have experienced this di-
vine life that inner pride and self-love are the roots of all evils that manifest themselves in
countless forms of vices, defects, and shortcomings, to the point that they blind people
from seeing the light of God and the truth. Thus, humans will destroy their great dream of
achieving the true meaning and fulness of their life. Do not be fooled by the glamorous
lifestyle of so-called stars, and the screens on which they appear in order to invade your
imagination. For in the last days, you will discover a completely different side to them:
“The world will fade, and so will its lusts” (1 John 2:17). One thing that remains is the
face of your loving Lord, from which the light never fades. Can you replace the morning
sun with a candle?

ARCHDIOCESE ASSESSMENT 2026
IN 2026 OUR PARISH WILL BE SENDING THE ARCHDIOCESE ASSESSMENTS ON A
MONTHLY BASIS IN THE AMOUNT OF ABOUT $1100.00
TO DEFRAY THIS AMOUNT ($50.00 per baptized soul) WE ASK YOU TO PAY YOUR
ASSESSMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!




