
                                
 

 (Myrrh-Bearing Women Sunday) 

Beloved In Christ 

Christ is risen 

Peace Be To You! 

In this Last Sunday's Gospel Reading (John 20:19-31), the resurrected Jesus 
Christ comes to His disciples saying, “Peace be with you.” They had aban-
doned Him, denied Him, and were in hiding, living in fear of the Jews who 
killed Christ. He does not rebuke or condemn them. “Peace be to you” are the  
words Christ offers as a loving embrace. Eight days later when Thomas was 
present with the rest of the disciples, Christ appeared again in the locked room 
greeting them with “Peace be to you.” It is the same peace Christ tells them 
before He goes to His crucifixion. (John 14:27) “Peace I leave you not as the 
world gives do I give.” and (John 16:33) “These things I have spoken to you, 
that in Me you may have peace, in the world you will have tribulation; but be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” Every Divine Liturgy we start 
with “Glory to God in the highest and on earth, peace, goodwill to men.” The 
same announcement that was made by the multitude of the heavenly host to 
the shepherds, and through them to all of us at Christ’s birth. (Luke 2:14). At 
each liturgical service we pray “In peace, let us pray to the Lord.” “For the 
peace from above and the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.” “For 
the peace of the whole world…”  It is this peace - the same peace that Christ 
extended to His disciples after His resurrection that continues to be extended to 
us this day.  Peace in the midst of wars and persecution, in sorrow and suffer-
ing, in hunger and want, even in prosperity and success. Peace in all circum-
stances. Open your hearts wide to receive the peace of Christ. 

 

                                  In the Risen Lord,                                
                                        Fr. Elia Shalhoub     

                                                                                 Very Rev. Fr. Elia Shalhoub, Pastor 

TODAY’S FEAST MYrrh-Bearing Women  
Sunday april 26th 2026  
About the beginning of His thirty-second year, when the Lord Jesus 
was going throughout Galilee, preaching and working miracles, 
many women who had received of His beneficence left their own 
homeland and from then on followed after Him. They ministered un-
to Him out of their own possessions, even until His crucifixion and 
entombment; and afterwards, neither losing faith in Him after His 
death, nor fearing the wrath of the Jewish rulers, they came to the 
sepulchre, bearing the myrrh-oils they had prepared to annoint His 

body. It is because of the myrrh-oils, that these God-loving women brought to the tomb of 
Jesus that they are called the Myrrh-bearers. Of those whose names are known are the 
following: first of all, the most holy Virgin Mary, who in Matthew 27:56 and Mark 15:40 
is called "the mother of James and Joses" (these are the sons of Joseph by a previous mar-
riage, and she was therefore their step-mother); Mary Magdalene (celebrated July 22); 
Mary, the wife of Clopas; Joanna, wife of Chouza, a steward of Herod Antipas; Salome, 
the mother of the sons of Zebedee, Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus; and Susanna. 
As for the names of the rest of them, the evangelists have kept silence (Matt 27:55-56; 28:1
-10. Mark 15:40-41. Luke 8:1-3; 23:55-24:11, 22-24. John 19:25; 20:11-18. Acts 1:14).. 

 

Basil the Holy Martyr Bishop of Amasea 
This Saint was Bishop of Amasia in Pontus, in the days of Licinius (reigned 308-324), fel-
low Emperor and brother-in-law of Saint Constantine the Great. Licinius' wife Constan-
tia, sister of Saint Constantine, had as handmaid a virgin named Glaphyra. When it be-
came known that Licinius had conceived a sinful desire for her. Constantia secretly sent 
Glaphyra away to the East. Coming to Amasia, she took refuge with Saint Basileus. When 
Licinius learned of this, he furiously commanded that both be brought before him. When 
the soldiers came for them, however, Saint Glaphyra had already departed to the Lord; 
she is also commemorated this day. Saint Basileus was taken alone to Nicomedia, where he 
was beheaded. His body was cast into the sea, but through divine revelation was found 
again and brought back to Amasia. 


