
                                                   ABOUT COMMUNION  

We are happy that you have joined us today. Indeed, we pray for the “unity of the Faith” for 

the day when all of Christianity are united as ONE and can share a common Chalice. However, 

this is not the case as yet. Please note that Holy Communion, the actual Body & Blood of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, is only for Members of the Orthodox Church who have prepared themselves 

through prayer, fasting, and confession, & arrived before the Gospel reading. However,  

everyone is welcome to partake of the blessed bread and receive a blessing from the pastor at 

the dismissal. If you are interested, you may inquire with the pastor how you can become a 

member. 

If you are a guest or otherwise not a regular communicant, please give your baptismal name 

when receiving.  
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COME BACK 
We hope to see you next week.   

Each Sunday we celebrate the Resurrection of Christ  
with our morning Matins service at 8:45am  

followed by the main Sunday service, Divine Liturgy at 10am. 
Sunday School for the Children follows Communion.  

Fr. Elia would love to speak with you  
and answer any questions you may have.   

Please fill out our Guest Form.  
There’s also a place where you can let us know any specific 

needs or concerns and we will lift them up in prayer.  
We welcome everyone who would like to learn more about the 

Orthodox Christian Faith.  
Please contact Fr. Elia either by E-Mail 

(elia_shalhoub@yahoo.com)  
or on his cell phone (305) 812-4940.        

Welcome  

to St. Anthony The Great  

Antiochian Orthodox  

Christian Church   

1 

4031 Aurora Rd., Melbourne, Florida 32934    
Very Rev. Fr. Elia Shalhoub, Pastor & Dean of South Florida Deanery 

Phone: (305) 812-4940 , E-Mail: elia_shalhoub@yahoo.com  

December 7, 2025  

 

  Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost         

& Tenth Sunday of Luke  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WELCOME TO ST. ANTHONY’S 
Where people from around the world come together to serve God and our community. We are glad 

you are worshipping with us today! This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy,  

Catholic, and Apostolic Church. The Church of Antioch belongs to two thousand years of  

evangelization, teaching, history, and tradition which expresses the continued commitment  

of its members to the Orthodox Christian faith in the Lord Jesus Christ!  

St. Anthony Church is a Pan-Orthodox community,  under the omophorion  

of His Eminence Metropolitan SABA 

within  Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America.  

If you are a first time visitor, please fill out the guest form located on the literature table.  

We want you to feel at home in prayer and worship.  Please submit your names to the ushers  

and introduce yourself to Fr. Elia at the end of the service so he may welcome you personally. 

Following services, please join us for sharing of fellowship, coffee, and food.   
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Divine Liturgy Variables for Sunday, December 7, 2025 

Tone 1 / Eothinon 4, Twenty-Sixth Sunday after        

Pentecost & Tenth Sunday of Luke            

Ambrose, bishop of Milan; Martyr Athenodoros of Mesopotamia; Venerable Gregory, 

founder of Gregoriou monastery on Athos  

~  During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) 

is “O come, let us worship… save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead…” After the Little 

Entrance, sing these hymns in the following order:  

 

                                   RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE 

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou 

didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly 

powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection O Christ, glory to Thy 

kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind.  

 

                                           APOLYTIKION OF ST. ANTHONY THE GREAT 

Thou didst become like the zealous Elijah in his condition, and followed John the Baptist in his 

upright ways. Becoming a dweller in the wilderness, and an establisher of the universe by thy prayer 

O Father Anthony. Wherefore intercede thou with Christ our God to save our souls. 

                         

          KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE THREE  

                                                       (**The original melody**) 

On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to * God the Word ineffably, * Who was 

before all the ages. * Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing * the gladsome tidings; * with the Angels 

and the shepherds now glorify Him * Who is willing to be gazed on * as a young Child Who * before 

the ages is God.  

 

Please support our sponsors 

Address:  144 Fifth Ave Indialantic FL 32903 

Phone #:  321-727-8944  

Website:  Skewersgrille.com 

If you would like to promote your  

business, and support our bulletin,  
place your ad here. Only $100 a year 

- that’s less then $2 per ad.  
To place your ad in our weekly  

bulletin call or email Yuliya:  
(321) 960-9564 or  

yuliya.warner@yahoo.com 
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more information  

 

 

 

THE NATIVITY FAST 

  ADVENT:  PREPARING FOR HIS COMING AGAIN      

Ancestral Sin: by Abbot Tryphon 

 

Ancestral Sin vs. Original Sin The fact that we Orthodox do not accept the doctrine of original 

sin as espoused in the West, does in no way suggest that we do not need to be born again (born 

anew). We believe, as did the Early Church Fathers, that we inherit only the results of Adam’s 

sin, not his guilt. This is known as ancestral sin because the sin of our first parents, Adam and 

Eve, resulted in our inheritance of death, sickness and an inclination toward evil. Christ’s death 

on the cross has its power, not in an atonement sacrifice, but in the conquering of the power of 

death. Death is trampled down by death. It is by Christ’s resurrection that a way was made for 

us to be transformed by contact with the Living God, thus becoming his children by adoption. 

Although we do not refer to ourselves as “saved”, as do Evangelical Christians, we nevertheless 

believe that we are in need of salvation. (We believe salvation is a process.) Our understanding 

of sin in an ancestral way, which is distinct from the concept of original sin and the hereditary 

guilt that required, consequently, a substitutionary atonement-type of sacrifice, separates us 

doctrinally from Western Christianity. Had there not been a fall, the Second Person of the Holy 

Trinity, the Logos (Word) would still have incarnated into the flesh and taken on our nature. 

For it is by this condescension by our Creator God to take on the nature of that which He creat-

ed that we are given the opportunity of being deified (Saint Paul said we shall become as gods). 

Our journey into the heart culminates in theosis, whereby we are joined in everlasting commun-

ion with the very God Who created us. Saint Athanasius of Alexandria said, “The Son of God 

became man, that we might become god.” In II Peter 1:4, we read that we have become “…

partakers of divine nature.” Saint Athanasius further says that theosis is “becoming by grace 

what God is by nature.” 

The Very. Rev. Abbot Tryphon is Igumen of All-Merciful Saviour Monastery on Vashon Is-

land, Washington. This and other articles may be found on his website abbottryphon.com 

 

May this Nativity Fast be a blessing to you. 
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                         THE EPISTLE 

                       Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.  

                          The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. (5:8-19)  

Brethren, walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and 

true), and try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, 

but instead expose them. For it is a shame even to speak of the things that they do in secret; but 

when anything is exposed by the light it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. 

Therefore it is said, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give you light.” 

Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of the time, 

because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 

And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one 

another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all 

your heart.  

 

                                                                       THE GOSPEL 

                            The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (13:10-17)  

At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And there was a woman 

who had had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years; she was bent over and could not fully straighten 

herself. And when Jesus saw her, He called her and said to her, “Woman, you are freed from your 

infirmity.” And He laid His hands upon her, and immediately she was made straight, and she 

praised God. But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, 

said to the people, “There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and be 

healed, and not on the Sabbath day.” Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrite! Does not each 

of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his ass from the manger, and lead it away to water it? And 

ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed 

from this bond on the Sabbath day?” As Jesus said this, all His adversaries were put to shame; and 

all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by Him.  

                                                            Our Church is Growing 
It is a great feeling to have more and more worshippers join us every week. Even though our sanctuary 
looks small, there is more space then you think. 
In Orthodox churches, standing is customary for worship and prayer during most of the service, particu-
larly during the Divine Liturgy. It’s a tradition to reflect a posture of reverence, attentiveness, and humili-
ty before God. It's seen as a way to express readiness to serve God and participate actively in the wor-
ship experience. While standing is the norm, especially at key moments like the Gospel reading and Holy 
Communion, it's perfectly acceptable to sit if needed due to age, illness, or other physical limitations.  
If you wish to stand thru the whole service, please use the empty space on the sides and behind of the 
pews. 

                                                          ABOUT THE DIVINE LITURGY  
The Divine Liturgy expresses the entire Christian faith in a continuous song of praise and prayer addressed to God. 
It is focused on God, not on us. There is nothing just for amusement or entertainment. Since much of the service is 
the same every week, worshippers know it and can participate personally, either by singing along or just by prayer-
ful attention. Worshippers are surrounded by icons (pictures of Christ and the saints), which remind us that we are 
participating, while on earth, in the worship of all the angels and saints in heaven. The entire service (except for 
the sermon) is sung. The words are all from Scripture or ancient Christian texts. Please follow the service in the 
books available in the pews. Weekly changes will appear below and marked with a corresponding letter in the ser-
vice book.      



                                                               Epistle Readers                         
 
December 7th               Tito Morales                St. Paul to the Ephesians. (5:8-19)  
December 14th            Patricia Smith            St. Paul to the Colossians. (3:4-11)        
December 21st              Issac Vaughn   St. Paul to the Hebrews. (11:9-10, 32-40)  
December 24th              Kh. Odette        
December 28th              Subdeacon Adrian    St. Paul to the Galatians. (1:11-19) 
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Fasting Calendar                        
 Abstain from meat, dairy, eggs 12/7, 12/8, 

12/9, 12/11.  Abstain from meat ,dairy, eggs, fish 
12/12-12/15. Strict Fast 12/10, 12/16-12/19  

View calendar at https://tinyurl.com/AOCfast2025  

      This Week  

Sunday, 12/7           8:45am: Matins Service,     

                                  10:00am: Divine Liturgy,                        

                      followed by coffee hour    

Monday, 12/8          5:30pm: Nativity  

                                                    Paraklesis 

Wednesday, 12/10   5:30pm: Daily Vespers  

Friday, 12/12           5:30pm: Nativity Akathist 

                                    with Little Compline 

Saturday, 12/13       Bake Sale 8am-2pm 

                                   4:00pm: Catechism class          

                                    5:30pm Vespers,  

                        followed by confession   

Sunday, 12/14          8:45 am: Matins Service,  

                                  10:00 am: Divine Liturgy 

 followed by the Nativity Play,  

St. Ignatius Luncheon served by Sunday School         

                              and the Order 

Thank you for today’s coffee hour 

Please sign up on the calendar in the narthex for a future date,  

to prepare and serve food for our coffee hour.  

    December Birthdays and  

                          Anniversary 

02: Anastasia Gabbasova  

03: Nolan Brown  

05: Jenny Riter  

      Spencer Wiltse  

08: Oakley Bellinger  

09: Maria Munoz  

10: Sam Jacobs  

11: Lisa and Stuart Zolton Wed. Anniversary  

       Richard Carroll Bday 

14: Subdeacon Zac 

19: JouJou Najjar  

21: Fr. Stehephen Adili  

       Ethan Packey  

       Heidi Carroll 

23: Kathy Hopper  

       Jeff Bellinger  

25: Jesus B-day 

30: Marcos Lieberman  

May God Grant You Many Years! 

If we missed your birthday, please let  

Yuliya know <3 

 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem  
O little town of Bethlehem 

How still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting Light 
The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight 
 

For Christ is born of Mary 
And gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love 

O morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth 

And praises sing to God the King 
And Peace to men on earth 

 
How silently, how silently 

The wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 

The blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming, 

But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him still, 

The dear Christ enters in. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us, we pray 

Cast out our sin and enter in 
Be born to us today 

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell 

O come to us, abide with us 
Our Lord Emmanuel  

 



  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

The candle is White to express Peace. 
The service begins with the lighting of the first four candles by a member of the 

 family. Review the meaning of the first three colors. 

FATHER: The fourth candle reminds us of the Angel's message to the shepherds, "Peace on earth and 
goodwill toward men." 

VERSE: Four Advent candles burn. Now we with Wise Men turn ; To seek the Child Who brings us 
light And follow Him wherever He goes In blazing sun or blackest night. 

  

                     SCRIPTURE: The Journey to Bethlehem in St. Luke 2:1-18. 

“And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered.  This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria.  So all went to 

be registered, everyone to his own city.  Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, 

into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 

David.  To be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with a Child.  So it was, that while they 

were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered.  And she brought forth her first born Son, 

and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in 

the inn.  Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night.  And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the lord shone 

around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, Do not be afraid, for behold, I 

bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.  For there is born to you this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be the sign to you: You will find a babe 

wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 

the heavenly host praising God and Saying:  “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will 

toward men. So it was when the angels had gone away from them into Heaven that the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has 

made known to us.”  And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a 

Manger.  Now when they had seen Him they made widely known the saying which was told them con-

cerning this Child.  And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the 

shepherds.     

CAROL: "0 Little Town of Bethlehem" 
 

PRAYER: Christ, You are our Peace. You broke down the wall of partition that separated  
Us from God. Now there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ.  

Make us reconcilers and peace makers. Amen. 
DISCUSSION: Is there someone who has something against us? Do we have something against  

anyone? What relationships in our lives need repairing? Whom do we need to forgive? The Prince of 
Peace is coming. Prepare the way. Forgive and be forgiven. 

Please pray for the healing of Georgia Davis, Laney Ricketts, Michealle Carey,  

Debbie Thieme, Adriana Theodoropoulos, Beverly Delida, Alix Hall, Nina and Diogo Penas, 

Beth Manzini, John Archambeau, Alex & Soula, Susan Moran, Susan Perers, Ceara Jacobs,  

William Snell, Vasilika Yardines, Faouzi Najjar, Marie Williams, and His Grace Bishop  

Nicholas 
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SAINT ANTHONY THE GREAT ORTHODOX CHURCH 321-428-4819 —-> 

Poinsettias  

They are gorgeous and they are for sale to benefit Sunday School. 

3 sizes are available small $5, medium $10 and large $20 

Christmas Card 

Every year we try to send Christmas Cards to all the Parishioners  

and Friends your donation will help to offset the costs and if  

there is extra Teen SOYO can use it for the next Summer Camp.  

Last day to add your name to the card. 

2026 Parish Calendars 

They are here with beautiful iconography inside.  
Special thanks to this year’s sponsors: Skewers and Flames Mediterranean Grills, who helped 

to cover  the cost. You can leave a $5 Donation to Sunday School, when you get yours.  
Give one to the friend or family so they know about our Church. 

Your support is greatly appreciated. 

!!!Bake Sale Important!!! 

This is our biggest fundraiser of the year. We need your help. 
The list for help sign up and food items list is on the bulletin board. 

Please add your name next to what you can help with. 
Spreading the word is very important, give the flyers out everywhere you go. 

Don’t be shy our food is delicious, from all different backgrounds. 

Share our event on Facebook and Instagram, make your post public. 
Thursday, December 11 Baking Christmas Cookies at 5pm-6pm 

Friday, December 12 Set up at 3pm-6pm 

Saturday, December 13 Bake Sale event at 8am-2pm 

Introducing this year’s Christmas Talent Show 
“Peace on Earth” 

Join us next Sunday after the Liturgy. 

***Huge Thank You*** 

to Natalia for donating tv screens, awesome printer and tons of office supplies 
from her office. It is greatly appreciated and will be put to good use <3 



 

Beloved In Christ 

 
December is dedicated to The Order of St. Ignatius 

 
The Nativity Fast is one of four main fast periods throughout the ecclesiastical year. 
Beginning on November 15 and concluding on December 24, the Nativity Fast gives 
individuals the opportunity to prepare for the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord and 
Savior in the Flesh on December 25. By abstaining from certain food and drink, par-
ticularly from meat, dairy products, as well as focusing more deeply on prayer and 

almsgiving, we can find that the primary aim of fasting is to make us conscious of our 
dependence upon God. 

 
ADVENT:  PREPARING FOR HIS COMING AGAIN 

With the Nativity Fast (Advent) upon us, what’s the point of the season? 
  

 
I n the Gospel lesson of the Ninth Sunday of Luke, Jesus told a rich young man that 
though he has kept the commandments, the one thing he must do to inherit eternal 
life is to sell all that he owns, distribute the money to the poor, and then come, and 
follow Him. Luke writes, “But when he heard this, he became sad; for he was very 

rich. Jesus looked at him and said, ‘How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter 
the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.’” It would be easy to mis-
understand Jesus here and to assume that it’s impossible for a rich person to get into 
heaven. But Jesus was most likely making an example of this self-righteous young rul-

er. He is a sad example of a person who is convinced he is religious, but misses the 
whole point. He followed the letter of the law, yet he did not carry love in his heart. St. 
Clement warns us not to interpret this passage to mean that wealth will keep us from 
the kingdom of heaven. He writes that it is the attitude of the soul that is important. It 
is the passion for wealth, not the wealth itself that condemns a man. Our attitude to-
ward possessions reveals our true god and master. This may be troubling to us when 
we feel that we have made God our master and have kept all the commandments – as 
did the rich young ruler. Christian stewardship of our souls and bodies is the offering 

of our entire self to God, attaching our desire to Him rather than to the world. 
Throughout the Gospels, Jesus shows us that the only lasting wealth is spiritual 

wealth, which comes from God. 
May this Nativity Fast be a blessing to you. 

 
                          In Christ,    

                                  Fr. Elia Shalhoub     
                                                              Very Rev. Fr. Elia Shalhoub, Pastor 

 

TODAY’S FEAST SunDAY, nOvEmbEr 30th 2025 
Ambrose, Bishop of Milan 

This Saint was born in Gaul in 340, and was a member of the Roman Senate. After 
the death of Auxentius, the Arian Bishop of Milan, a violent dispute arose among 
the Orthodox and Arians about who would succeed him. Ambrose, desiring as Gov-
ernor of the province to restore the peace, attempted to mediate between them. As 
he spoke to the people, eloquently persuading them to elect a new bishop without 
tumult and disorder, a young child, inspired from on high, suddenly cried out 
"Ambrose, bishop!" To his astonishment and dismay, the people immediately took 
up this cry themselves, and over his many protests, he was raised to the episcopal 
throne of Milan on December 7, 374. A great Father of the Church, he wrote many 
works in Latin, and was both an unwearying opponent of Arianism, and a fearless 
accuser of emperors when they transgressed the law of God. Having lived fifty-
seven years, he reposed on April 4, on the eve of Pascha, in the year 397. 

 

Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra 
This Saint lived during the reign of Saint Constantine the Great, and reposed in 
330, As a young man, he desired to espouse the solitary life. He made a pilgrimage 
to the holy city Jerusalem, where he found a place to withdraw to devote himself to 
prayer. It was made known to him, however, that this was not the will of God for 
him, but that he should return to his homeland to be a cause of salvation for many. 
He returned to Myra, and was ordained bishop. He became known for his abundant 
mercy, providing for the poor and needy, and delivering those who had been un-
justly accused. No less was he known for his zeal for the truth. He was present at 
the First Ecumenical Council of the 318 Fathers at Nicaea in 325; upon hearing the 
blasphemies that Arius brazenly uttered against the Son of God, Saint Nicholas 
struck him on the face. Since the canons of the Church forbid the clergy to strike 
any man at all, his fellow bishops were in perplexity what disciplinary action was 

to be taken against this hierarch whom all revered. In the night our Lord Jesus Christ and our Lady Theoto-
kos appeared to certain of the bishops, informing them that no action was to be taken against him, since he 
had acted not out of passion, but extreme love and piety. The Dismissal Hymn for holy hierarchs, The truth 
of things hath revealed thee to thy flock ... was written originally for Saint Nicholas. He is the patron of all 
travellers, and of sea-farers in particular; he is one of the best known and best loved Saints of all time. 
his writings; this name - Chrysorroas was also the name of the river that flows by Damascus. In his writings 
he set forth the Orthodox Faith with exactness and order. In his old age, after his foster-brother Cosmas had 
been made Bishop of Maiuma, John also was ordained presbyter by the Patriarch of Jerusalem. Having lived 
eighty-four years, he reposed in peace in 760. In addition to his theological writings, he adorned the Church 
of Christ with metrical and prose hymns and composed many of the prosomia used as the models for the 
melodies of the Church's liturgical chant; he also composed many of the sacred hymns for the feasts of the 
Lord Saviour and the Theotokos. The life of Saint John of Damascus was written by John, Patriarch of Jeru-
salem. See also June 28. 


