
                                                   ABOUT COMMUNION  

We are happy that you have joined us today. Indeed, we pray for the “unity of the Faith” for 

the day when all of Christianity are united as ONE and can share a common Chalice. However, 

this is not the case as yet. Please note that Holy Communion, the actual Body & Blood of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, is only for Members of the Orthodox Church who have prepared themselves 

through prayer, fasting, and confession, & arrived before the Gospel reading. However,  

everyone is welcome to partake of the blessed bread and receive a blessing from the pastor at 

the dismissal. If you are interested, you may inquire with the pastor how you can become a 

member. 

If you are a guest or otherwise not a regular communicant, please give your baptismal name 

when receiving.  

12 

COME BACK 
We hope to see you next week.   

Each Sunday we celebrate the Resurrection of Christ  
with our morning Matins service at 8:45am  

followed by the main Sunday service, Divine Liturgy at 10am. 
Sunday School for the Children follows Communion.  

Fr. Elia would love to speak with you  
and answer any questions you may have.   

Please fill out our Guest Form.  
There’s also a place where you can let us know any specific 

needs or concerns and we will lift them up in prayer.  
We welcome everyone who would like to learn more about the 

Orthodox Christian Faith.  
Please contact Fr. Elia either by E-Mail 

(elia_shalhoub@yahoo.com)  
or on his cell phone (305) 812-4940.        

Welcome  

to St. Anthony The Great  

Antiochian Orthodox  

Christian Church   
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4031 Aurora Rd., Melbourne, Florida 32934    
Very Rev. Fr. Elia Shalhoub, Pastor & Dean of South Florida Deanery 

Phone: (305) 812-4940 , E-Mail: elia_shalhoub@yahoo.com  

November 23, 2025  

 

After-feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos        

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost & Ninth Sunday of 

Luke  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

...RICH TOWARD GOD 

                                      Luke 12:21 



WELCOME TO ST. ANTHONY’S 
Where people from around the world come together to serve God and our community. We are glad you are worship-

ping with us today! This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. The 

Church of Antioch belongs to two thousand years of evangelization, teaching, history, and tradition which expresses 

the continued commitment of its members to the Orthodox Christian faith in the Lord Jesus Christ!  

St. Anthony Church is a Pan-Orthodox community,  under the omophorion of His Eminence Metropolitan SABA 

within  Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America.  

If you are a first time visitor, please fill out the guest form located on the literature table.  

We want you to feel at home in prayer and worship.  Please submit your names to the ushers  

and introduce yourself to Fr. Elia at the end of the service so he may welcome you personally. 

Following services, please join us for sharing of fellowship, coffee, and food.   
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Divine Liturgy Variables for Sunday, November 23, 2025 

Tone 7 / Eothinon 2, Twenty-Fourth Sunday after  

  Pentecost & Ninth Sunday of Luke            

After-feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos  

Amphilokios, bishop of Iconium; Gregory, bishop of Agrigentum  

               THE FIRST ANTIPHON  

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised: in the city of our God and in His holy mountain. Glorious 

things are spoken of thee, O city of God.                    

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.         

God is known in her palaces for a refuge. As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the Lord 

of hosts, in the city of our God. (Refrain)                             

Glory… Both now… (Refrain)  

 

                                                            THE SECOND ANTIPHON  

The Most High hath sanctified His tabernacle. Holiness and majesty are in His sanctuary.        

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia.        

This is the gate of the Lord, the righteous shall enter in thereat. (Refrain)         

Holy is Thy temple, and wonderful in righteousness. (Refrain)                   

Glory… Both now… O, only begotten Son and Word of God…  

 

                         THE THIRD ANTIPHON  

Even the rich among the people shall entreat thy favor. The King’s daughter is all glorious within: 

her clothing is of wrought gold. Virgins shall be brought to the King after her: her companions shall 

be brought unto Thee.                    

~ During the Little Entrance, after the verses of the Third Antiphon, chant the Apolytikion of the 

Entrance. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “O come, let us worship… save us, O Son of God, Who 

art risen from the dead…” as on ordinary Sundays. After the Little Entrance, sing these hymns in 

the following order:  

 

                                             RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN 

Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn the 

sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning, 

that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the world the Great Mercy.  

Please support our sponsors 

Address:  144 Fifth Ave Indialantic FL 32903 

Phone #:  321-727-8944  

Website:  Skewersgrille.com 

If you would like to promote your  

business, and support our bulletin,  
place your ad here. Only $100 a year 

- that’s less then $2 per ad.  
To place your ad in our weekly  

bulletin call or email Yuliya:  
(321) 960-9564 or  

yuliya.warner@yahoo.com 
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more information  

The Church is Paternal and Maternal 

 

The Orthodox Church was recently featured in the New York Times. An article 

explored the recent surge of growth in American Orthodoxy -- along with conse-

quences of that growth. The article referenced a demographic some have called 

the "Orthobros," young men perhaps left behind by society, drawn to the 

"masculine perspective" that some find in Orthodoxy. What might Orthodox 

Christians say both to these young men and also to people who see a distortion in 

some newcomers' obsession with themes of gender roles and traditionalism?  

 

Fr. Stephen Mathewes wrote this beautiful but short reflection in response: 

 

"I love that the Orthodox Church is masculine—although, I would say that it is 

not so much masculine as it is paternal. Like a good father, the Orthodox Church 

sets an example for me, instructs me, challenges me, corrects me, even chastises 

me. It gives me disciplines to work on and learn from. It will not let me make ex-

cuses for myself, but to stand again and keep going. It reveals to me an inner 

strength that I didn't know I had (specifically, Christ energizing me). It prepares 

me to be in this difficult and treacherous world. It shapes me, and grows me into 

the person I need to be.  

"And at the very same time, I love that the Orthodox Church is feminine—or, 

more rightly, maternal. Like a good mother, the Orthodox Church feeds me (the 

Eucharist), washes me (baptism and absolution), clothes me (baptismal garments 

and priestly vestments), provides me with a home (church) and a family (fellow 

members). It holds me in my pain, tends to my wounds, reassures me when I am 

frightened, comforts me. It doesn't tell me to stuff my feelings down, but gives 

them a voice in the prayers and hymns. It allows me to weep with sorrow and 

joy.   

"And with both the paternal and maternal voice, the Church tells me how much I 

am loved. "We need the Church to be both. And, thanks be to God, it is both." 

Amen. 
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  APOLYTIKION OF THE ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR  

Today the Virgin is the foreshadowing of the pleasure of God, and the beginning of the preaching of 

the salvation of mankind. Thou hast appeared in the Temple of God openly and hast gone before, 

preaching Christ to all. Let us shout with one thrilling voice, saying: Rejoice, O thou who art the 

fulfillment of the Creator’s dispensation.  

    

         APOLYTIKION OF ST. ANTHONY THE GREAT 

Thou didst become like the zealous Elijah in his condition, and followed John the Baptist in his 

upright ways. Becoming a dweller in the wilderness, and an establisher of the universe by thy 

prayer O Father Anthony. Wherefore intercede thou with Christ our God to save our souls. 

                                                                      

                     KONTAKION OF ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR 

                                                       (**Thou Who wast raised up**) 

The sacred treasury of God’s holy glory, * the greatly precious bridal chamber and Virgin, * the 

Savior’s most pure temple, free of stain and undefiled, * into the House of the Lord * on this day is 

brought forward * and bringeth with herself the grace * of the Most Divine Spirit; * her do God’s 

Angels hymn with songs of praise, * for she is truly the heavenly tabernacle.  

 

                         THE EPISTLE 

                                   The Lord will give strength to His people.     

                            Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God, ascribe to the Lord honor and glory.  

                          The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. (2:14-22)  

Brethren, Christ is our peace, Who has made us both one, and has broken down the dividing wall of 

hostility, by abolishing in His flesh the law of commandments and ordinances, that He might create 

in Himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God 

in one body through the Cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end. And He came and preached 

peace to you, who were far off, and peace to those who were near; for through Him we both have 

access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are 

fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of 

the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in Whom the whole 

structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom you also are built 

into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.  

 

                                                                       THE GOSPEL 

                            The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (12:16-21)  

The Lord spoke this parable: “The land of a rich man brought forth plentifully; and he thought to 

himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull 

down my barns, and build larger ones; and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will 

say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, be 

merry.’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you; and the things you have 

prepared, whose will they be?’ So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 

God.” As He said this, Jesus called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  

 



                                               Epistle Readers                         
November 23rd                    Richard Carroll 
November 30th                    Amanda Schuster  
December 14th                    Patricia Smith 
December 21st           Issac Vaughn 
December 24th          Kh. Odette 
December 28th          Subdeacon Adrian         
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Fasting Calendar                        
 Abstain from meat, dairy, eggs 11/23-12/7 

Strict Fast 11/26, 11/28, 12/3  
View calendar at https://tinyurl.com/AOCfast2025  

 

      This Week  

Sunday, 11/23         8:45am: Matins Service,     

                                  10:00am: Divine Liturgy   

Monday, 11/24          5:30pm: Nativity  

                                                    Paraklesis 

Wednesday, 11/26   5:30pm: Great Vespers  

Friday, 11/28           5:30pm: Nativity 

                                                    Paraklesis 

Saturday, 11/29       4:00pm: Catechism class          

                                    5:30pm Vespers,  

                        followed by confession   

Sunday, 11/30          8:45 am: Matins Service,  

                                  10:00 am: Divine Liturgy  

Thank you to Susan, Patricia and  

Debbie for today’s coffee hour 

Please sign up on the calendar in the nar-

thex for a future date, to prepare and 

serve food for our coffee hour.  

We need someone to sponsor  

November 30 please 

    November Birthdays 

01: Alix Hall 

03: William Snell  

       Andrew Schuster 

09: Andy Delhagen  

13: Maria Gabbasova  

       Brooklyn Dick 

15: Judah Bellinger  

25: Esther Luna Holland 

28: Nelly Dragu  

30: Joanne Karas  

May God Grant You Many Years! 

If we missed your birthday, please let  

Yuliya know <3 

NOVEMBER IS STEWARDSHIP AND IOCC MONTH 

    Angel Tree 3 tags left 
Please pick a tag off the tree and write your name next to your angel  

on the list on the bulletin board. Place your gifts into a clear bag  

and attach a tag to it. The gifts are due back under our Christmas Tree  

by November 30th.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

Joy to the World 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come 

Let earth receive her King 

Let every heart prepare Him room 

And Heaven and nature sing 

And Heaven and nature sing 

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing 

Joy to the World, the Savior reigns! 

Let men their songs employ 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 
 



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
The candle is Blue to express Hope. 

The service begins with the lighting of the first two candles by a member of the family. 

Review what the color of the first candle signifies. 

FATHER: The second candle reminds us of the hope we have that Christ will come again this 

year to bring new joy into our lives. 

VERSE: (to be said by a member of the Choir) 

Now that Advent lights are two 

Let us hasten to renew our vows 

To piligrim over field and stone 

To find the Child and be at home. 

 

SCRIPTURE: The Promise from St. Luke 1:5-31. 

There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias,  

of the division of Abijah. His wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was  

Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and 

ordinances of the Lord blameless. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was  

barren, and they were both well advanced in years. Now after those days his wife Elizabeth 

conceived; and she hid herself five months, saying, Thus the Lord has dealt with me, in the 

days when He looked on me, to take away my reproach among people. Now in the sixth month 

the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to 

a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And hav-

ing come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed 

are you among women!” But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and consid-

ered what manner of greeting this was. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 

you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a 

Son, and shall call His name JESUS. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the High-

est; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the 

house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” Then Mary said to the angel, 

“How can this be, since I do not know a man?” And the angel answered and said to her, “The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, 

also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God. 

 

CAROL: “JOY TO THE WORLD” 

 

PRAYER: Come Lord, into our joyless world. Put a smile on our lips and a song in our 

hearts. We have been sad too long. Amen. 

DISCUSSION: Christ came to bring joy and to make our joy complete. How does He bring joy 

to our hearts today? Why should the Christian be joyful? 

Please pray for the healing of Georgia Davis, Laney Ricketts, Michealle Carey,  

Debbie Thieme, Adriana Theodoropoulos, Beverly Delida, Alix Hall, Nina and Diogo Penas, 

Beth Manzini, John Archambeau, Alex & Soula, Susan Moran, Susan Perers, Ceara Jacobs,  

William Snell, Vasilika Yardines, Faouzi Najjar, Marie Williams, and His Grace Bishop  

Nicholas 
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Thank you! 
We had an amazing day yesterday, working on  

decorations; checking out talents for the  
Christmas play; rearranging bookstore items, and  

organizing the shed and new Sunday School room.  
Everybody worked hard and had a great time. 

 

SAINT ANTHONY THE GREAT ORTHODOX CHURCH 321-428-4819 —-> 

New in the Bookstore 

Check out new Christmas items  in our Bookstore. Stocking stuffers 

are available. The proceeds will benefit our Sunday School children. 

Advent Wreath Candles  

The sets are available on the coffee hour tables $35 each. 

Single candles are  $5 each if you need a refill.  

Let Yuliya know what color you’re missing. 



 
 

23nd Sunday after Pentecost  

 

Beloved In Christ 

November is Stewardship Month and IOCC Month 
November is Stewardship Month and IOCC Month 

 
ADVENT:  PREPARING FOR HIS COMING AGAIN 

With the Nativity Fast (Advent) upon us, what’s the point of the season? 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

  
As we prepare to celebrate the Great American Feast of Thanksgiving, we indeed have 

much to be thankful for.  Let us be thankful not only on Thanksgiving, but each and every 
day for the blessings God has bestowed upon us.  

The following is an Orthodox Prayer of Thanksgiving authored by Saint Gregory Palamas 
in the fourteenth century.  

 
An Orthodox Prayer of Thanksgiving  

"O Lord my Savior and my Master, I, Thine unprofitable servant, with fear and trembling 
give thanks unto Thy loving goodness for all Thy benefits which Thou hast poured so 

abundantly upon me, Thy servant. I fall down in adoration before Thee and offer Thee, O 
God, my praises; with fervor I cry to Thee: 

O God, deliver me from all adversities and mercifully fulfill in me such of my desires as 
may be expedient for me. Hear me, I entreat Thee, and have mercy, for Thou art the Hope 

of all the ends of the earth, and unto Thee, with the Father, and the Holy Spirit, be as-
cribed glory, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 
I praise Thee, O God of our Fathers, I hymn Thee, I bless Thee, I give thanks unto thee for 

Thy great and tender mercy. To Thee I flee, O merciful and mighty God. Shine into my 
heart with the True Sun of Thy righteousness. 

Enlighten my mind and keep all my senses, that henceforth I may walk uprightly and 
keep Thy commandments, and may finally attain unto eternal life, even to Thee, Who art 
the source of life, and be admitted to the glorious fruition of Thine inaccessible Light; for 
Thou art my God, and unto Thee, O Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be ascribed glory, now 

and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen." 
   May this Nativity Fast be a blessing to you. 

 
                          In Christ,    

                                  Fr. Elia Shalhoub     
                                                              Very Rev. Fr. Elia Shalhoub, Pastor 

TODAY’S FEAST SunDAY, nOvEmbEr 23th 2025 
The Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple 

According to the tradition of the Church, the Theotokos was brought to 
the Temple at three years of age, where she was consecrated to God and 
spent her days until she was fourteen or fifteen years old; and then, as a 
mature maiden, by the common counsel of the priests (since her parents 
had reposed some three years before), she was betrothed to Joseph. 

Amphilochios, Bishop of Iconium 
Saint Amphilochius, who was born in Cappadocia, shone forth in asceti-
cism and divine knowledge even from his youth. He was consecrated 
Bishop of Iconium in 341, he struggled courageously against the blas-
phemies of Eunomius, Macedonius the enemy of the Holy Spirit, and the 
followers of Arius. He was present at the Second Ecumenical Council of 
the 150 Fathers, which took place in Constantinople, convoked during 
the reign of Theodosius the Great in the year 381. In 383 Amphilochius 
wished to persuade the Emperor Theodosius to forbid the Arians from 
gathering in Constantinople and to commit the churches to the Ortho-
dox, but the Emperor was reluctant to do such a thing. The next time that 
Amphilochius entered the palace, he addressed Theodosius with proper 
honour, but slighted his young son Arcadius in his presence. Theodosius 
was indignant, and said the dishonour shown to his son was equally an 
insult to himself. To this Saint Amphilochius answered that as he would 

not suffer an insult to his son, so he ought to believe that God is wroth with those who blas-
pheme His Only-begotten. Saint Theodosius understood and admired Amphilochius' ingenious 
device, and he issued the desired edict in September of the same year. Saint Amphilochius, hav-
ing reached deep old age, reposed in peace about the year 395. Saint Basil the Great wrote 
many letters to Saint Amphilochius, his friend and Fellow champion of the Faith, and at his re-
quest wrote his treatise On the Holy Spirit, which besides demonstrating the divinity of the Ho-
ly Spirit and His equality with the Father and the Son, defends the Church's unwritten ancient 
traditions, such as making the sign of the Cross, turning towards the East in prayer, no kneeling 
on Sunday, and so forth. 

Gregory, Bishop of Agrigentum 
Saint Gregory, the son of pious parents named Chariton and Theodora, was born in Agrigen-
tum, a city of Sicily, and was great in virtue from his childhood. He was baptized, brought up, 
and tonsured reader by Bishop Potamion during the reign of Justinian II, in the seventh century. 
At the age of eighteen he made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, where he was ordained deacon by 
Macarius, Bishop of Jerusalem. He traveled to Constantinople, and then to Rome where he was 
consecrated Bishop of his native Agrigentum. As Bishop of Agrigentum he worked many mira-
cles and shone brilliantly in virtue, but also suffered many great temptation; from the priests 
Sabine and Crescentius, who so envied him that they slandered him to the Pope as a fornicator 
and had him cast into prison for two and a half years. In the end, however, he vindicated him-
self by casting the demon out of the woman who had falsely accused him of committing sin 
with her. Saint Gregory reposed in peace in deep old age. 


