G EYEWITNESS TO HIS GLORY G

s our Lord’s public ministry was coming to an er}d, He.foung :i::ls[:is
ﬂ making that final journey to Jerusalem to confront His destiny. ef) His

suffering and ultimate death on the Cross, Jesus wanted to gdlve e
Apostles a glimpse of His Divinity, so that they might be able to better endure
dark days that would lie ahead. He ordered Peter, James and John to a“ccompa:x
Him on a rugged climb to the peak of Mt. Tabor. Here He would bt:. change
before their very eyes, with “...His face shining as the sun a.nd His garments
becoming white as snow.” The 3 Apostles would also see a vision of Moses and
I Elijah of the Old Testament appearing with the transfigured Christ, causing Peter to
cry out: “Lord, it is good for us to be here!” (Matthew 17:4) In an instant,
however, this miraculous event was over, and Christ and His faithful followers had to
leave this radiant setting behind and embark along the rugged road to Golgotha. It
would be awhile before Peter and the others would comprehend the magnitude of
what they had been privileged to see. Truly, they had be.en “tj.yewitnesses" to the
glory of God, as Peter would write about later in one of his epistles.

Our Lord’s Transfiguration should serve to remind us that we, too, are
“eyewitnesses” to God’s glory. We repeatedly see how He touches the lives of all
of us — how He bestows His many blessings upon us and answers our prayers. We
see His love for us constantly. When we are faithful, great things ar.e .revealed to us
— just as they were to Peter, James and.~!ohn on Mt. T?bor. Yes, it is good for us
to be here in our own Christian communities as we strive to further the growth of
the Kingdom of God on earth. If our efforts. are sm_cere, rest assured that we will,
one day, bask in the Light of Christ forever in the Kingdom of Heaven.
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ABOUT COMMUNION
We are happy that you have joined us today. Indeed, we pray for the “unity of the Faith” for
the day when all of Christianity are united as ONE and can share a common Chalice. However,
this is not the case as yet. Please note that Holy Communion, the actual Body & Blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ, is only for Members of the Orthodox Church who have prepared themselves
through prayer, fasting, and confession, & arrived before the Gospel reading. However,
everyone is welcome to partake of the blessed bread and receive a blessing from the pastor at

“Suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying

the dismissal. If you are interested, you may inquire with the pastor how you can become a ‘ThiS is MU b€lOV€d SOH, in Whom | am well pleased,
member. Listen to Him!” ”

Matt :
If you are a guest or otherwise not a reqular communicant, please give your baptismal name (Matthew 17:5)
when receiving.
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Please support our sponsors

WELCOME TO ST. ANTHONY'S

Where people from around the world come together to serve God and our community. We are glad you are worship-
ping with us today! This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. The
Church of Antioch belongs to two thousand years of evangelization, teaching, history, and tradition which expresses
the continued commitment of its members to the Orthodox Christian faith in the Lord Jesus Christ!

St. Anthony Church is a Pan-Orthodox community, under the omophorion of His Eminence Metropolitan SABA
within Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America.

If you are a first time visitor, please fill out the guest form located on the literature table.

We want you to feel at home in prayer and worship. Please submit your names to the ushers
and introduce yourself to Fr. Elia at the end of the service so he may welcome you personally.

Following services, please join us for sharing of fellowship, coffee, and food.
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DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 03, 2025
TONE 7 / EOTHINON 8; EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

& EIGHTH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW

OUR RIGHTEOUS FATHERS ISAACIUS, DALMATUS, AND FAUSTUS; SALOME THE MYRRH-BEARER;
VENERABLE ANTHONY THE ROMAN, WONDERWORKER OF NOVGOROD

~ During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn)
is “O come, let us worship... save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead...” After the Little
Entrance, sing these hymns in the following order:

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn the
sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning,
that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the world the Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. ANTHONY THE GREAT
Thou didst become like the zealous Elijah in his condition, and followed John the Baptist in his
upright ways. Becoming a dweller in the wilderness, and an establisher of the universe by thy prayer
O Father Anthony. Wherefore intercede thou with Christ our God to save our souls.

KONTAKION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN
Thou wast transfigured on the mount, and Thy Disciples, in so far as they were able, beheld Thy
glory, O Christ our God; so that, when they should see Thee crucified, they would remember that all
Thy suffering was voluntary, and could declare to all the world that Thou art truly the effulgent
Splendor of the Father.

If you would like to promote your
business, and support our bulletin,
place your ad here. Only $100 a year
- that’s less then $2 per ad.

To place your ad in our weekly
bulletin call or email Yuliya:
(321) 960-9564 or
yuliya.warner@yahoo.com

Address: 144 Fifth Ave Indialantic FL 32903
Phone #: 321-727-8944
Website: Skewersgrille.com
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Modern Mediterranean Grill

Flames kitchen reignites the Mediterranean flare in today's culinary world of

inventions. We honor our traditional recipes with a new take on old favorites. Our
scratch kitchen adds culmination to our passion for good food.

1270 N Wickham Rd - Ste 40 - Melbourne, FL 32935
(321) 777-6677 € www.flamesgrille.com
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As our brethren at St. Elias Church in Damascus cleaned their church up on the day following the tragic terrorist attack,
and as our priests and seminarians who were on the pilgrimage to Jordan and Lebanon noticed that their church is forever
adhering to the Orthodox faith in every way possible regardless of centuries of instability, war, various persecutions and
martyrdom for merely carrying the name of Christ, so shall we draw from their daily witness and strength to continue
witnessing to Christ in a world that masquerades without shame to the teachings of Christ and his gospel. Drawing con-
tinuous strength from His living presence in us and within us, and touching the effectiveness of His words for us “trust,
fear not, I have overcome the world, I am with you always even unto the end of the world” we continue our Christian
witness so that our Church may become a sun that never sets, always shining brightly, lighting the darkness of this fallen
world in which we live, transforming it into a world redeemed and saved.

| Of these, Saint [saacius is celebrated also on May 30. He became a monk at an early age and
s.d  was a worker of every virtue; a zealot for the Orthodox Faith, he was also deemed worthy of

< " the gift of prophecy. The Saint dwelt in a small hut near Constantinople. When Valens the Ari-
an marched against the Goths, who were at the Danube River, this righteous one went out himself to meet the Em-
peror and, taking in hand the reins of the Emperor's horse, said to him with boldness that God had incited the bar-
barians to come against him, since he himself had incited many to speak against God in blasphemy, and had driven
God's true worshippers out of the divine houses of prayer. Furthermore, he told him, if he ceased fighting against
God by means of heresy and returned the good shepherds (that is, the Orthodox bishops) to the flock of Christ, he
would easily gain the victory over his enemies. However, if he did not desist from these things, nor have God as
his ally, at the very outset of the battle both he and his army would certainly be destroyed. "Learn from experi-
ence," he said, "that it is hard to kick against the pricks. Thou shalt not return, and this expedition will be de-
stroyed." But the Emperor became angry and had the righteous one locked in prison that he might punish him and
put him to death on his return after he conquered the barbarians. But he was utterly defeated and was burned alive
in a certain village in the year 378 (Theodoret of Cyrrhus, Eccl. Hist., ch. 4: 31-32). When his surviving soldiers
returned from the war, wishing to tempt the Saint, they came to him and said, "Prepare to make thy defense before
the Emperor, who is coming to fulfil what he spoke against thee." But the Saint answered, "It has already been
seven days that I smelled the stink of his bones, which were burned in the fire." Thus the righteous one was re-
leased from prison. All marveled because of his prophecy, and he became even more wondrous by means of the
zeal he displayed in behalf of Orthodoxy in 381, when the Second Ecumenical Council was convoked. After this, a
monastery was built in Constantinople for him, and he piously shepherded those struggling with him in asceticism.
Having served as an example of the monastic life for them, he reposed in peace about the end of the fourth century,
leaving Dalmatus as his successor.

As for Saint Dalmatus, he was at first a soldier in the second division of the soldiers known as the Scholarii. Later,
however, he forsook all things and taking his son Faustus, went to the above-mentioned monastery of Saint
Isaacius, where he donned the monastic habit. Through his virtue he became venerable in the sight of all. He was
present at the Third Ecumenical Council that was convoked in Ephesus in 431, and there displayed his zeal for
Orthodoxy against Nestorius. The Council elected him Archimandrite of the monasteries in Constantinopie. Hav-
ing lived for more than eighty years, he reposed in the Lord.

| SALOME THE HOLY MYRRHBEARER

Saint Salome (Salome) was the first cousin of the Virgin Mary, the mother of our Lord Jesus Christ.
She was the wife of Zebedee and the mother of James (April 30) and John (September 26). She was
one of the women who followed Christ and ministered to Him from their own means, even until His
Crucifixion and Burial. On the third day they went to the tomb to anoint His body, they did not lose
their faith in Him, nor did they fear the Jewish rulers.

THE EPISTLE
(For the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost)
The Lord will give strength to His people.
Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God, ascribe to the Lord honor and glory.
The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (1:10-17)

Brethren, | appeal to you, by the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that there
be no dissension among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. For
it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, my brethren.
What | mean is that each one of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to
Cephas,” or “l belong to Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you
baptized in the name of Paul? | thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispos and Gaius;
lest anyone should say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of
Stephanas. Beyond that, | do not know whether | baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me
to baptize but to preach the Gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be
emptied of its power.

THE GOSPEL
(For the Eighth Sunday of Matthew)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (14:14-22)
At that time, when Jesus went ashore he saw a great throng; and he had compassion on them, and
healed their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to Him and said, “This is a lonely place,
and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”
Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” They said to Him, “We have
only five loaves here and two fish.” And He said, “Bring them here to Me.” Then He ordered the
crowds to sit down on the grass; and taking the five loaves and the two fish He looked up to
Heaven, and blessed, and broke and gave
the loaves to the disciples, and the
disciples gave them to the crowds. And
they all ate and were satisfied. And they
took up twelve baskets full of the broken
pieces left over. And those who ate were
about five thousand men, besides women
and children. Then Jesus made the
disciples get into the boat and go before
Him to the other side, while He dismissed
the crowds.

COME BACK
We hope to see you next week. Each Sunday we celebrate the Resurrection of Christ with our morning Mat-
ins service at 8:45am followed by the main Sunday service, Divine Liturgy at 10am. Sunday School for the
Children follows Communion. Fr. Elia would love to speak with you and answer any questions you may
have. Please fill out our Guest Form. There’s also a place where you can let us know any specific needs or
concerns and we will lift them up in prayer. We welcome everyone who would like to learn more about the
Orthodox Christian Faith. Please contact Fr. Elia either by E-Mail (elia_shalhoub@yahoo.com) or on his cell
phone (305) 812-4940.




Upcoming Events

This Week August Birthdays s

Sunday, 8/03 8:45am: Matins Service, 01: Alina Doda \ ’e \
10:00am: Divine Liturgy . ; —
followed by the coffee hour 03: David McClure //‘,

Wednesday, 8/06 5:30pm: Great Vespers Tatlgna Ferris

for the Feast of Transfiguration | 06: Kevin Brown

5:30pm: Paraklesis Service, 07: Kiev De La Rosa

followed by Antiochian Women | 13- Deborah Abdo-Dambrosio
Spiritual Growth Meeting with a potluck snack. Please 14: Lana Keen

RSVP to our President Olga at (321)405-8697 15: Ai/sza Eieebeerman

Saturday, 8/09 4:00pm: Catechism class, . .
5:30pm: Great Vespers, 16: Evelyn and Corbin Dick

Friday, 8/08

followed by confessions 22: Katherine Beeny
Sunday, 8/10 8:45 am: Matins Service, 23: Lydia Riter
10:00 am: Divine Liturgy 24: Kristin Adili

with Blessing of the Grapes . .
g P Georgia Davis

Fasting Calendar 26: Nina Penas
Abstain from meat, dairy, eggs, fish, olive oil and May God Grant You Many Years!
wine 8/4, 8/5, 8/7, 8/8; Fish allowed 8/6; abstain
from meat, dairy, eggs and fish 8/9 and 8/10
View calendar at https://tinyurl.com/AOCfast2025

Happy Birthday in Heaven Violet Conway.
May her Memory be Eternall!

Announcements

8 Epistle Reader
I § August 3rd Debbie Thieme St. Paul to the Corinthians. (1:10-17)
August 10th Subdeacon Michael St. Paul to the Corinthians. (3:9-17)
August 17th Adrian Magelitz  St. Paul to the Corinthians. (4:9-16)
August 24th Susan Moran St. Paul to the Corinthians. (9:2-12)
August 31st Laney Ricketts St. Paul to the Hebrews. (9:1-7)

THANK YOU CEARA AND SAM FOR TODAY’S COFFEE HOUR
PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE CALENDAR IN THE NARTHEX TO PREPARE
AND SERVE FOOD FOR OUR COFFEE HOUR .

St. Anthony’s Got Talent
All the talents count. Please talk to Yuliya if you want to
participate in our Christmas Talent Show.

Please pray for the healing of Laney Ricketts, Michealle Carey, Debbie Thieme,

Adriana Theodoropoulos, Beverly Delida, Alix Hall, Nina and Diogo Penas, Beth Manzini,
John Archambeau, Alex & Soula, Susan Moran, Susan Perers, William Snell,

Vasilika Yardines, Faouzi Najjar, Marie Williams, and His Grace Bishop Nicholas

believers, and ¢ Deepening the connection between us and our Archdiocese, parishes, and institutions.

Yet we still face the challenge of ensuring that these publications reach all our parishes. This is an open question for dis-
cussion. I regret to inform you that many parish service leaders have shown little interest in the Archdiocese’s publica-
tions — a troubling sign. We thank God for the archival resources that document our heritage. But we must push the Her-
itage Preservation Center forward. Much of our history remains locked in the pages of The WORD Magazine, which is
now over 100 years old. This material needs systematic digital archiving, along with other written, visual, and oral mate-
rials documenting the history of the Archdiocese.

We also need to revive and reconstruct our Orthodox cultural traditions. Let me offer some examples: * Feast days of
saints are not reflected in the celebrations of their namesakes, ¢ The rhythm of feasts is not accompanied by the social or
material expressions that affirm the feast day—apart from the Christmas tree and Easter eggs. Where is our lived tradi-
tion, springing from our faith and Church? The Orthodox tradition includes specific foods associated with particular feast
days.

We thank God for the beginning of monastic life in the Archdiocese. I ask that you accompany it with your prayers so it
may grow with God’s blessing and grace. * The Monastery of the Life-Giving Trinity has begun with the Hieromonk
Paul in Memphis, Tennessee. * We also hope that the arrival of the three nuns who will begin monastic life at the Antio-
chian Village will not be delayed. We thank God for the Antiochian Village, the heart and reservoir of the Archdiocese
for the past fifty years. May God have mercy on our father in Christ, Sayidna Philip. Tens of thousands of our children
have spent their summers in its camps, and we called upon them during the last board meeting to establish a Friends of
the Antiochian Village Association. Until now, the Village does not have its own designated endowment to cover part of
its maintenance and development expenses. This year, we began by allocating a small endowment for the camp. * The
main chapel at the camp is no longer sufficient for the large number of people it hosts during camp sessions or confer-
ences. * We now face the challenge of having to build a large church at the Village with a capacity of 350 to 400 people.
* We also need a cemetery for the Archdiocese, where our beloved departed can be laid to rest and remembered at every
Divine Liturgy, especially those offered on Saturdays for the departed.

Strengthening the Village will positively impact all aspects of the Archdiocese—beginning with the camps of each re-
gion. It is the heart that pumps blood into the arteries of the one body, especially once a women’s monastery rises upon
its grounds. We thank God that the Archdiocese is not confined to a single culture, but rather, like our American society,
it is composed of multiple cultures. Would it be too much to ask that we equip our priests and acquaint them with the
various cultures present among the faithful of the Archdiocese? There are three main cultures represented among us, and
alongside the primary English language, many other languages are spoken. So how do we pastor all these cultures? What
kind of training do our clergy and parish councils need in order to properly minister to everyone? We look forward to
training sessions for parish council members, as well as ongoing training for our clergy. In the meeting of the bishops,
there was also agreement that the Parish Life Conferences need to be reevaluated. The number of participants is decreas-
ing year after year.

There is a near consensus that the original goals for which these conferences were established decades ago need to be
reconsidered in light of the societal and economic changes of recent years. There are many suggestions on the table, and
this calls us to study the matter thoroughly so that everything we do truly fulfills the purpose for which this work was
originally created. I call upon you to study the Parish Life Conferences at the level of the regional deaneries and districts,
and among both the clergy and faithful. I look forward to hearing the results of your discussions soon.

There are important questions in this regard: * If some of our activities involve significant expenses, what about the faith-
ful who cannot afford to participate? * What do we offer them? What are the alternatives? » Not everything we examine
needs to be canceled, but perhaps developed or supplemented with other necessary activities. Lastly, and certainly not
least, this important gathering of ours — the General Assembly — also needs development and restructuring. We must
move beyond merely presenting reports followed by a few questions, and shift towards workshops, discussion sessions,
and clear recommendations (or action plans). Otherwise, we will remain locked in a routine that weighs down the Arch-
diocese with stagnation and stifles creative energy. We are a people who believe that the Holy Spirit is present and active
in the Church. So why do we not allow the Spirit of God to ignite in us new initiatives, visions, aspirations, and bold
efforts? I hope that by the next convention, we will come together with a renewed mindset and emerge with recommen-
dations that shape the next two years at the level of both parishes and the Archdiocese.

Let us look together toward supporting one another, that we may prepare our souls to become a dwelling worthy of the
Lord, in accordance with His saying: “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We
will come to him and make Our home with him” (John 14:23). 13 Thus, relying on our Lord and His power, and opening
ourselves to His Holy Spirit, who performs wonders and gives life, who from before the beginning “was hovering over
the face of the waters” (Genesis 1:2) — we may work through Him and according to His will, walking the path of trans-
figuration.



of pastoral needs in our time, the increasing challenges to the faith, and the wide geographical spread of our parishioners’
homes, coupled with the long distances and time required for clergy to reach these homes, all demand that we develop
and promote voluntary diaconal service.

Some parishes consist of enormous numbers of families and are cared for by only one priest! One of our parishes in
Montreal has 1,565 families — not individuals — and one priest! I inform you that we will hold a Deacons Symposium
following the Clergy Symposium next year, and I await your support. Our vision is that each parish will have several
trained volunteer deacons, each specializing in a particular pastoral service. Many new challenges now require special-
ized care. We must provide social workers and counselors trained to deal with marital issues, addiction of all kinds, elder
care, accompanying the dying, visiting the sick, homebased spiritual gatherings, weekly retreats, and other specialized
ministries that are now more necessary than ever. 7 We thank God for the Missions Department. In the past, we served
and followed up with new missions only once their faithful had already organized themselves. Today, we proactively
seek out scattered faithful and invite them to collaborate with us in forming missions, encouraging and supporting them.
Moreover, we give thanks that some of our established and thriving parishes have begun to sponsor the creation of new
missions, nurturing them until they mature and become independent churches.

We no longer merely wait for a request to form a mission—we now encourage their establishment and take them under
our wing until they grow and stand on their own. We thank God for the Archdiocese’s ability to welcome many catechu-
mens and prepare them for full membership in the Church. We are grateful to have begun standardizing this preparation
processby initiating the establishment of a Catechesis Program. The first version of the required program is now ready
and will be distributed to several priests across the Archdiocese to be implemented for catechumen formation throughout
the upcoming year. They will provide feedback, which will help us finalize the program. The new program will be in a
two-year pilot phase, during which the relevant committee will collect observations, comments, and suggestions from
various parishes before establishing the final version. One of our priests described the influx of converts as a “surge.”
This requires us to be very discerning and thorough in receiving inquirers. Let us be cautious not to rejoice merely in
numbers at the expense of spiritual quality (and health of our parishes). We also look forward to soon establishing a spe-
cial ministry for the newly illumined. After their baptism or chrismation, they must be accompanied spiritually and pas-
torally for an extended period so that they may integrate into Church life with a pure Orthodox spirit. They must experi-
ence the parish as a Eucharistic community, a true fellowship, a genuine family of Christ, and acquire the Orthodox
mindset and conscience. Orthodoxy, beloved, is not an ideology; it is a way of life, founded upon faith that has been ar-
ticulated in doctrine so that it may be preserved and passed down by the faithful. There is a vast difference between doc-
trinal faith and ideological thinking.

In our previous convention, we stated that the infrastructure of the Archdiocese had been completed— meaning church
buildings, parish houses (fellowship halls), and associated facilities—and that it was now time to begin supporting
Church departments and institutions that serve in evangelical, social, and humanitarian work. This requires funding, es-
pecially in light of rising living costs, which are not matched by a corresponding increase in income. For this reason,
some of our churches have begun to suffer from financial strain, resulting in a decline in spiritual services. Now is the
time to enter the realm of investment, especially real estate, in order to support and provide dignified services for Church
ministry. Why are we content to invest all our funds in large financial institutions? Land and property prices are rising.
Some pastoral service projects are coming to a halt due to lack of liquidity. Should we not think seriously about increas-
ing our financial resources through other means, in addition to tithes, donations, and endowments? I brought up this issue
in the previous convention as well. There is also an increasing demand for service-oriented institutions such as schools,
nurseries, and similar establishments. These typically begin small and grow over time, which is preferable. My advice to
you is this: at both the Archdiocesan and parish levels, try to develop a comprehensive vision and begin with what is
feasible, no matter how small. This is how we seek God’s blessing in any project. If it grows and succeeds, it will be a
sign of His blessing; if not, we cancel it and move on to another initiative. Are you aware that we currently lack designat-
ed funding for some programs that are essential to the continuity of the Archdiocese? For example:

» Emergency support for priests, * Pastoral training and care for seminarians, ¢ Provision of traveling priests for areas in
need of new missions, * Launching specialized pastoral care programs.

We thank God for the few institutions that have already started to emerge. We all agree on the need for more service
institutions. So why don’t we, as various Orthodox entities in the same geographical region, begin cooperatingto estab-
lish such institutions—whether a school or a home for the elderly, for example? This way we pave the road toward the
unity we desire, when God wills and blesses it, rather than merely talking in theoretical terms while teaching our people a
spirit of division and tribalism foreign to our Antiochian tradition over the past 2,000 years.

We thank God that The WORD Magazine and Joy Magazine are still ongoing. The former has undergone a clear upgrade
in layout, while the latter has started to improve and diversify. Likewise, the Archdiocese’s publications have started to
be released. Today, we need to think deeply and professionally about the best ways for these tools to serve as a means of:
« Strengthening the unity of thought and vision in our Archdiocese, « Reinforcing the bonds of brotherhood among us as

Today’s Holy Bread has been sponsored by Priscilla Spinola
in memory of her brothers
Nicholas and Paul.
May they Rest in Peace and may their Memory be Eternal!
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8TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
BELOVED IN CHRIST
THE FEAST OF HOLY TRASFIGURATION
On Wednesday August 6™
The event of the Transfiguration is recorded in three of the four Gospels:
Matthew 17:1-9, Mark 9:2-8, and Luke 9:28-36. Jesus took the Apostles
@ Peter, James, and John with Him up upon a mountain, and while they

% were on the mountain Jesus was transfigured. His face shone like the sun,

Q and His garments became glistening white.
®
®

R

X Moses and Elijah appeared with Christ, talking to Him. Peter declared

@ how good it was for them to be there and expressed the desire to build

% three booths for Moses, Elijah, and Christ. This reference to the booths

& could imply that this occurred during the time of the Feast of Tabernacles

)

®

% when the Jews would be camping out in the fields for the grape harvest;

D

é for this Feast had acquired other associations in the course of its history,
% including the memory of the wanderings in the wilderness recorded in the
5 Old Testament book of Exodus.

]

2l While Peter was speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them. A voice

% came from the cloud saying, '"This is my beloved Son, with whom I am
Wl well pleased; listen to Him." When the disciples heard this they fell on
@ their faces filled with awe. Jesus came to them and told them to not be
5] afraid. When the three looked up they saw only Jesus.

(@ As Jesus and His disciples came down the mountain, He told them not to

)

((‘_3 speak of what they had seen until He had risen from the dead.

R
&
g In Christ,

®
8 Fr. Elia Shathoul

% Very Rev. Fr. Elia Shalhoub, Pastor
]



Keynote Address by His Eminence Metropolitan Saba at the General Assembly
of the 57th Biennial Archdiocese Convention Chicago, Illinois, July 24, 2025
“All things work together for good for those who love God” (RomansS§: 28).
Your Graces the Bishops; reverend members of the clergy; esteemed members of the Board of Trustees; heads of depart-
ments; members of The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch; ladies of the Antiochian Women; our dear young adults; mem-
bers of Teen SOYO; members of parish councils; and all our beloved and faithful people of our God-protected Archdio-
cese:
Excuse me for not talking about the theme of this conventionl because of what is happening in the Middle East. Many of
our parishioners in our Archdiocese ask me about the spiritual and theological attitude toward suffering in general. I
came back to the theme of another convention which is a quote from Romans: “All things work together for good for
those who love God” (8:28). I want to start with this verse today because we, as a church, should counsel and support the
wounded and suffering people.
All of us here love God—or at least, that is what is expected of us. The one who loves God emulates Him and, as he en-
trusts his life into His hands, strives to be after God’s own heart. He accepts all that happens to him or her with content-
ment and faith, believing it to be for his or her benefit and salvation.
This theme is profoundly deep—and at the same time difficult for anyone who has not wholly surrendered their life to
God. Facing the self and subjecting it by replacing our will with the will of God requires constant spiritual struggle that
consumes the years of our lives, with the hope that the words “Thy will be done” might truly come to life within the
depths of our souls.
I was seized by longing after finishing my first year of university to study theology. I secretly traveled to Lebanon with-
out informing my parents and told them from there, that I had left university to study what my heart desired. My father
followed me in a fury and brought me back by force—after the abbot of the monastery had asked me to first finish my
university degree. So I returned obediently, but with anger.
After finishing university, I began my theological studies. Then I discovered a great difference in myself between my
first and second departures. I also realized how much life experience I had gained through university, along with my
intensive involvement in Church life through the Orthodox Youth Movement. These gave me the ability to better under-
stand theology, relate it to pastoral care, and present it in a smooth and connected way with real life. Was what happened,
although against my will at the time, for a greatergood or not?
Michael Lapsley is an Anglican monk from New Zealand. He served in South Africa during the time of apartheid. He
resisted the regime fiercely but nonviolently. The authorities expelled him to another country. He continued his struggle
and one day received a letter bomb that exploded when he opened it, costing him both arms and one eye, and leaving his
body riddled with shrapnel. He remained in the hospital for seven continuous months, followed by two more years of
treatment to learn how to manage his new life. Despite his condition, he continued his advocacy. After the apartheid end-
ed, he returned to South Africa and established the Institute for Healing of Memories —places where all South Africans
of all races came together to share their pains and confessions to one another. Through forgiveness, he paved the way for
healing and the liberation of souls from a horrific past. He expanded this work by establishing similar centers in many
other countries.
In his book Redeeming the Past, he writes: “That [bombing] experience was a true purification of my being.” Let us lis-
ten to his words as he reflects on the very verse that I have been expanding on: “I used to resist racial discrimination and
the separation of blacks and whites with intense stubbornness. But after the incident, I began to feel a gentleness within
myself and a deeper understanding of both the victim and the oppressor, so that God could use me in founding these cen-
ters.” (Adapted from themes in Michael Lapsley’s life and writings, especially Redeeming the Past: My Journey from
Freedom Fighter to Healer, 2012.)
How does the believer receive and interact with evil? How does one transform suffering into something for their own
good? These are questions every believer faces. Many people reject the idea of God’s existence because of the immense
and diverse forms of evil in the world. Others have discovered God precisely through these evils. And many others have
found meaning and purpose in their lives after passing through great suffering.
Yet many have died without knowing the answer—but their loved ones, after their passing, have come to recognize the
good that came through their trials.
The Book of Proverbs says: “For whom the Lord loves He reproves, even as a father corrects the son in whom he de-
lights” (Proverbs 3:11-12). The word “reproves” (or “disciplines”) as rendered in the original Greek paideiaconveys the
meaning of nurturing and training a child through the use of instruction, counsel, rebuke, or discipline. Some modern
translations even render it as “rebukes” instead of “disciplines.” So, “discipline” here means refinement. It is a tempered
form of reproof or punishment meant for correction. These two verses from Proverbs
speak of God’s discipline as part of His paternal love. The fundamental idea is that divine discipline is not a harsh

punishment but a means of guiding the person toward the right path. In the religious context, divine discipline is seen as
an expression of God’s love, as He corrects those whom He loves, just as a father does with a child, to make him wiser
and more upright. In this positive context, Christians view the trials they face with full trust in God, who grants them
strength and inner peace to endure them. This is also the task of spiritual fathers—to strengthen and comfort their spiritu-
al children.
For example, Elder Ephraim of Arizona, in comforting one of his spiritual children, wrote: “How much a person loses
when he suffers and forgets his sonship and does not realize that he is being disciplined as a child of God.” (Counsels
from the Holy Mountain. p. 13) To another, he encouraged: “Trials come to teach us how to become bearers of hardship,
trained warriors, followers of Christ who was crucified for us, brothers of all the saints who walked the thorny path of the
Cross... and believers who keep the holy commandments, facing trials caused by the world, the devil, and the
flesh” (page 19). Are we ready to give thanks for both joys and sorrows, for health and illness, for peace and war, and so
on? Are we ready to give thanks for everything? It is from thanksgiving that the journey begins—towards accepting what
happens to us with faith, courage, and surrender to God. From there, we draw strength, ability, and wisdom to transform
evil into good for ourselves and for others. Complaining and grumbling increase our feelings of frustration and despair.
They darken our vision, making the suffering we endure even heavier on us and more damaging to our souls. Let us
begin, then, with thanksgiving. If we look at the reality of our Archdiocese, we will find many things for which we can
thank God and rejoice in with a positive spirit. At the same time, we will also find many things to complain about and
criticize with a negative spirit. Our Christian faith calls us to choose the former. So let us begin with the positive aspects
and ask ourselves how to develop an attitude of faith that fosters them, and how to avoid the negative outlook that is of-
ten fueled by our impure passions.

sk ok sk ok
Many are concerned with financial matters in the Archdiocese and complain about what they call a “loss of trust.” Three
years ago, we began a financial audit covering all aspects of the Archdiocese. During this conference, you will hear the
audit report of the past year prepared by a specialized company, and you will have the chance to discuss it with the pro-
fessionals. This is a good thing. 5 The auditing journey began at the Archdiocesan level, not to stop there, but to gradual-
ly extend to all departments, institutionsand parishes. Our goal is to manage our income and expenses with utmost accu-
racy, transparency, and effectiveness. The auditing process will reach all our churches and institutions. Will we thank
God for this and appreciate the efforts of those undertaking it, or will it pass without us giving it any importance? Will
we volunteer to involve our parish in it, or will we place roadblocks to prevent the audit from reaching us?
We thank God for our youth who dedicate themselves to the priesthood and for the theological institutions available to
them that offer necessary education and formation. We are serious in this regard. We have begun personally following up
with them and providing what is needed so that their pastoral service in the future may be more effective. But we are still
in need of more men willing to serve. Will we continue to complain about the shortage and wait for those inclined toward
the priesthood to come to us, or will we work to cultivate and nurture priestly vocations in the hearts of our young peo-
ple? And how? Our work with the youth still exists, but it weakens here and there and remains routine and uncreative—
at least not to the desired degree—while a thirst for authentic spiritual life among the youth continues to grow, along
with the challenges they face—spiritually, morally, economically, and in terms of values. Many are drifting away from
church life because the Church does not speak to them. How do we help them break free from the isolation of the parish
and move into the wider embrace of the Archdiocese? This requires reflection and dialogue. Our youth need to exchange
experiences, build friendships, live in community with one another, and discover the role of the Eucharist in their lives
and relationships. What are we doing to communicate with our youth and help them realize that the Church is their
Church? We have superb youth—they thirst for the springs of Orthodox spiritual life and are not ashamed to say it. But
what are we offering them now? Some activities they no longer need the Church to access. (The same activities that the
world is offering them.)
Why don’t we listen to them enough? Why do we insist on remaining clergy and laity who simply observe them, allow-
ing only what we decide for them? Why do we hinder the work of the Holy Spirit in them? “It is enough to listen to their
cries to understand what gnaws at them from within. Let us share in their joys and what inspires them, so that we might
discover the best ways to reach their hearts” (Raymond Rizk). In my last meeting with the bishops of the Archdiocese
and the archepiscopal vicars, it was revealed that in our Sunday schools, the highest rate of attendance among our chil-
dren does not exceed 50%. Shouldn’t our ambition be 100%? How do we achieve
that? We thank God that the vast majority of our parishes and missions are blessed with the presence of a priest who
provides sacramental and liturgical services. We also thank Him for the launch of the voluntary diaconal ministry, which
aims to ensure pastoral care for all age groups within the parish. But will we encourage our young people to embrace this
ministry, or will we continue to merely observe? We must understand that continuing traditional pastoral care that relies
on a single priest—or at best, two— is no longer sufficient to provide optimal pastoral care to our faithful. The diversity



