KILLING THE MESSENGER FAILS TO SILENCE THE MESSAGE!
E very Orthodox Christian is familiar with the tragic details that led to the

?el:iiading of St. John the Baptist. Soon after baptizing Christ in the

e or ln, John was arrested and imprisoned by Herod Antipas, the son of the
e “é);;;é"l’l :;a;)f thek§ame name, who reigned at the time of our Lord’s birth.
speaking out against tl i is marria i i

Hoh e g ie King for his marriage to Herodias, his

Not content with merely seeing the Baptist in captivity, Herodias devised a pl
for his untimely de_mlse. When Herod promised hef') da.t%hter Salome anythingpsl;;[e1
wanted after pleasing the King with her dancing at his birthday celebration, she
instructed her to make this gruesome request: “I WANT YOU TO GIVE M]’S AT
ONCE THE HEAD OF JOHN THE BAPTIST ON A PLATTER.”

It is interesting to note that soon after this terrible deed had been carried out

l}){erOdHanddHeer\Sjii:ijs wc}re driven into exile by Prince Aretas, whose daughter haci
een Herod’s la wife! It is recorded that they li i

e et ey lived in great need and poverty

It is equally fitting that Salome’s life ended in tragedy as well. While living in
Spain with her exiled mother and step-father, Salome fell into the frozen Sikaris
River. The ice broke, and Salome found herself in the water up to her throat
After struggling as the ice pierced her neck, she was eventually decapitated'
Ironically, her body was washed away, and those who found Salome’s hea(i
brought it to her mother on a platter, in a manner similar to how she had once
received the blessed head of the Baptist!
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ABOUT COMMUNION
We are happy that you have joined us today. Indeed, we pray for the “unity of the Faith” for
the day when all of Christianity are united as ONE and can share a common Chalice. However,
this is not the case as yet. Please note that Holy Communion, the actual Body & Blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ, is only for Members of the Orthodox Church who have prepared themselves
through prayer, fasting, and confession, & arrived before the Gospel reading. However,
everyone is welcome to partake of the blessed bread and receive a blessing from the pastor at
the dismissal. If you are interested, you may inquire with the pastor how you can become a

member.
If you are a guest or otherwise not a reqular communicant, please give your baptismal name

when receiving.
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WELCOME TO ST. ANTHONY’S
Where people from around the world come together to serve God and our community. We are glad you are worshipping
with us today! This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. The Church of
Antioch belongs to two thousand years of evangelization, teaching, history, and tradition which expresses the continued
commitment of its members to the Orthodox Christian faith in the Lord Jesus Christ!

St. Anthony Church is a Pan-Orthodox community, under the omophorion of His Beatitude Patriarch JOHN X within the
Self-ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. If you are a first time visitor, please fill out the
guest form located on the literature table. We want you to feel at home in prayer and worship. Please submit your
names to the ushers and introduce yourself to Fr. Elia at the end of the service so he may welcome you personally.
Following services, please join us for sharing of fellowship, coffee, and food.

DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 27, 2023
TONE 3 /7 EOTHINON 1; TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
& TWELFTH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW

RIGHTEOUS FATHER PIMEN THE GREAT OF EGYPT; HOSIUS THE CONFESSOR, BISHOP OF CORDO-
VA; NEWLY-REVEALED MARTYR PHANOURIOS OF RHODES

~ During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “O
come, let us worship... save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead...” After the Little Entrance, chant
these hymns in the following order:

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE THREE
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own arm. He hath
trampled down death by death, and become the first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from the
depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. ANTHONY THE GREAT
Thou didst become like the zealous Elijah in his condition, and followed John the Baptist in his upright ways.
Becoming a dweller in the wilderness, and an establisher of the universe by thy prayer O Father Anthony.
Wherefore intercede thou with Christ our God to save our souls.

KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR
By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from the reproach of barrenness; and Ad-
am and Eve were delivered from the corruption of death; thy people do celebrate it, having been saved from
the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give birth to the Theotokos, who nourisheth our life.

THE EPISTLE
(For the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost)
Sing praises to our God, sing praises. Clap your hands, all ye nations.
The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (15:1-11)
Brethren, | would remind you in what terms | preached to you the Gospel, which you received, in which you
stand, by which you are saved, if you hold it fast—unless you believed in vain. For | delivered to you as of first
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from this unlawful union even when John, the preacher of repentance, the bold and aus-
tere accuser of the lawless, censured him and told him, "It is not lawful for thee to have
thy brother's wife' (Mark 6: 18). Thus Herod, besides his other unholy acts, added yet
this, that he apprehended John and shut him in prison; and perhaps he would have Kkilled
him straightway, had he not feared the people, who had extreme reverence for John. Cer-
tainly, in the beginning, he himself had great reverence for this just and holy man. But
finally, being pierced with the sting of a mad lust for the woman Herodias, he laid his de-
filed hands on the teacher of purity on the very day he was celebrating his birthday.
When Salome, Herodias' daughter, had danced in order to please him and those who were
supping with him, he promised her -- with an oath more foolish than any foolishness --
that he would give her anything she asked, even unto the half of his kingdom. And she,
consulting with her mother, straightway asked for the head of John the Baptist in a
charger. Hence this transgressor of the Law, preferring his lawless oath above the pre-
cepts of the Law, fulfilled this godless promise and filled his loathsome banquet with the
blood of the Prophet. So it was that that all-venerable head, revered by the Angels, was
given as a prize for an abominable dance, and became the plaything of the dissolute
daughter of a debauched mother. As for the body of the divine Baptist, it was taken up by
his disciples and placed in a tomb (Mark 6: 21 - 29). Concerning the finding of his holy
head, see February 24 and May 25.

A Faith for the Sick

Our Orthodox Church has always seen itself as a hospital for the soul, the place where her
children can seek healing. It is within her walls that we find the medicine we need to make
us holy (whole), and where we can find the means for transformation that opens the doors
to the Kingdom of God. It is within her walls that we gain access to our true inheritance,
and enter into communion with God. Adolf Harnack, in his book “The Mission and Ex-
pansion of Christianity: The First Three Centuries”, wrote, “Christianity never lost hold
of its innate principle; it was, and it remained, a religion for the sick. Accordingly it as-
sumed that no one, or at least hardly any one, was in normal health, but that men were
always in a state of disability.” Christ is the Great Physician, and established His Church
that we might all be healed of the sickness that has separated us from the Father. Nothing
in this world offers this promise of healing, and nothing in this world can open the gates
to Paradise. Only through Christ’s Church can we hope to be saved, and only through His
Church can heaven and earth be united as one. In the Church we find a spiritual hospital,
clinic, hospice, and a therapeutic and fitness center. In the Church we find the spiritual
cure we need as patients. Is it any wonder, then, that the Church should be the very cen-
ter of each and every day, taking precedence over everything else, including work, leisure
time, and Entertainment?

The above meditations is authored by The Very. Rev. Abbot Tryphon, Igumen of All-
Merciful Saviour Monastery on Vashon Island, Washington.

importance what | also received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that He was
buried, that He rose on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas,
then to the Twelve. Then He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom are still
alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then He appeared to James, then to all the Apostles. Last of all, as to
one untimely born, He appeared also to me. For | am the least of the Apostles, unfit to be called an Apostle,
because | persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God | am what | am, and His grace toward me
was not in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God,
which is with me. Whether then it was | or they, so we preach and so you believed.

THE GOSPEL
(For the Twelfth Sunday of Matthew)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (19:16-26)

At that time, a young man came up to Jesus, kneeling and saying, “Good Teacher, what good deed must | do,
to have eternal life?” And He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. If
you would enter life, keep the commandments.” He said to Him, “Which?” And Jesus said, “You shall not kill,
you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not bear false witness, honor your father and
mother, and you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The young man said to Him, “All these | have observed;
what do | still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect,
g0, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have BUt]@SUS [00'(@({
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” When the young man

heard this, he went away sorrowful; for he had great posses- at [;hgm and gaid/
sions. And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, | say to you, it will e o
be hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Again | ’Wlthmen dﬂSlS

tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle §

than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” When the dis- ImPOSSIb[C/ but
ciples heard this they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who thG d l[
then can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said to them, wi 0dd
“With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possi- | things are
ble.”

~ The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual. pOSSIb[C”o

ABOUT THE DIVINE LITURGY
The Divine Liturgy expresses the entire Christian faith in a continuous song of praise and prayer addressed to God.
It is focused on God, not on us. There is nothing just for amusement or entertainment.
Since much of the service is the same every week, worshippers know it and can participate personally, either by
singing along or just by prayerful attention. Worshippers are surrounded by icons (pictures of Christ and the
saints), which remind us that we are participating, while on earth, in the worship of all the angels and saints in
heaven. The entire service (except for the sermon) is sung. The words are all from Scripture or ancient Christian
texts. Please follow the service in the books available in the pews. Weekly changes will appear below and marked
with a corresponding letter in the service book.

COME BACK
We hope to see you next week. Each Sunday we celebrate the Resurrection of Christ with our morning Matins
service at 8:45am followed by the main Sunday service, Divine Liturgy at 10am. Sunday School for the Children
follows Communion. Fr. Elia would love to speak with you and answer any questions you may have. Please fill
out our Guest Form (CONNECTION CARD). There’s also a place where you can let us know any specific needs
or concerns and we will lift them up in prayer. We welcome everyone who would like to learn more about the
Orthodox Christian Faith. Please contact Fr. Elia either by E-Mail (elia_shalhoub@yahoo.com) or on his cell
phone (305) 812-4940




Announcements

Epistle Readers
Isaac Vaughn

o TS

't 4 August 27th

September 3 Subdeacon Adrian
September 10 Patricia Smith
September 17 Bill Jackson
September 24 Debbie Thieme

September Happenings
September 3 - Creative Arts Festival Award Ceremony
Trip to Henegar center to see Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
September 10 - First Day of Sunday School
September 16 - Family Night/Adults VS Kids volleyball
September 17 - No Sunday School (Feast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross)
September 23 - Harvest Festival at Green Gables (AWO and Sunday School)
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® 12th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
L@ Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

3 Jesus Christ calls the devil the father of lies (John 8:44). The Apostle Paul teaches that a
4 liar works on behalf of the devil (Colossians 3:9). King Soloman also writes: "Therefore

®
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@ beware of murmuring, which is unprofitable; and refrain your tongue from backbiting...
@ for the mouth that is wrong slayeth the soul" (Wisdom of Solomon 1:11). The Holy Fa-

®
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®

% thers of the Church understood the Ninth Commandment "Thou shalt not bear false wit-
®

é ness” as a warning against every sin committed by word. Indeed, lies and slander are
& tantamount to murder, for it is possible to kill not only the physical body, but also the
% spiritual body.

®

3 A lie is contrary to the Truth, and the Truth proceeds from God.

2
8 |
@ In Christ,
® Fn. Elia Shalhoul
% Very Rev. Fr. Elia Shalhoub, Pastor

|
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Please pray for the healing of Michealle and Tyrone Carrie, Jennifer Glass,
Beverly Delida, Lisa Zolton, Tatiana Jones, Ted Theodoropoulos, Susan Perers, Alix Hall,
Nina and Diogo Penas, Beth Manzini, John Archambeau, Alex & Soula.

TODAY’S FEAST
SUNDAY, AUGUST 27™ 2023, 12™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Saint Pimen was from Egypt and shone forth in the ascetical life in Scete in the fourth century;

he was renowned for his discretion. Many of his sayings and deeds are preserved in the Para-
dise of the Fathers and the Sayings of the Fathers.

PHANOQURIOS THE GREAT MARTYR

& NEWLY APPEARED OF RHODES

Little is known of the holy Martyr Phanurius, except that which is depicted
concerning his martyrdom on his holy icon, which was discovered in the
year 1500 among the ruins of an ancient church on Rhodes, when the Mos-
lems ruled there. Thus he is called "the Newly Revealed." The faithful pray
to Saint Phanurius especially to help them recover things that have been
lost, and because he has answered their prayers so often, the custom has
arisen of baking a Phaneropita ("Phanurius-Cake") as a thanks-offering.

..., AUGUST 29"BEHEADING OF THE HOLY AND GLORIOUS

‘| Prophets and beginning of the Apostles, the mediator between the Old and
% New Covenants, the voice of one crying in the wilderness, the God-sent
| Messenger of the incarnate Messiah, the forerunner of Christ's coming
| into the world (Esaias 40: 3; Mal. 3: 1); who by many miracles was both
conceived and born; who was filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his
mother's womb; who came forth like another Elias the Zealot, whose life
in the wilderness and divine zeal for God's Law he imitated: this divine
Prophet, after he had preached the baptism of repentance according to God's command;
had taught men of low rank and high how they must order their lives; had admonished
those whom he baptized and had filled them with the fear of God, teaching them that no
one is able to escape the wrath to come if he do not works worthy of repentance; had,
through such preaching, prepared their hearts to receive the evangelical teachings of the
Savior; and finally, after he had pointed out to the people the very Savior, and said,
"Behold the Lamb of God, Which taketh away the sin of the world" (Luke 3:2-18; John 1:
29-36), after all this, John sealed with his own blood the truth of his words and was made
a sacred victim for the divine Law at the hands of a transgressor.
This was Herod Antipas, the Tetrarch of Galilee, the son of Herod the Great. This man
had a lawful wife, the daughter of Arethas (or Aretas), the King of Arabia (that is, Arabia
Petraea, which had the famous Nabatean stone city of Petra as its capital. This is the Are-
tas mentioned by Saint Paul in II Cor. 11:32). Without any cause, and against every com-
mandment of the Law, he put her away and took to himself Herodias, the wife of his
brother Philip, to whom Herodias had borne a daughter, Salome. He would not desist




