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WELCOME GUESTS
We at St. Anthony’s Orthodox Church welcome all who are with us in prayer this morning.
If you are a first time visitor, please fill out the guest form located on the literature table.
Following services, please join us for sharing of fellowship, coffee, and food.
St. Anthony’s is a pan-nationality Orthodox community, under the omophorion of
Metropolitan JOSEPH within the Self-ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America.

Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, February 02, 2020
Tone 8 / Eothinon 11
Presentation (Meeting) of Our Lord Jesus Christ
NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in the Great Litany before the one for
the head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese.
Deacon:
For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from captivity and
safe return, let us pray to the Lord.
Choir:
Lord, have mercy.
THE FIRST ANTIPHON
My heart hath poured forth a good word; I speak of my works to the king. My tongue is the pen of a
swiftly writing scribe.
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.
Grace is poured into thy lips: therefore, God hath blessed thee forever. (Refrain)
Glory… Both now… (Refrain)
THE SECOND ANTIPHON
Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh, O mighty One, in Thy comeliness and Thy beauty. Bend Thy bow, and
proceed prosperously, and be king.
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast borne in the arms of righteous Simeon; who sing to Thee.
Alleluia.
Thine arrows are sharp, O mighty One, in the heart of the king’s enemies; whereby the peoples fall
under Thee. (Refrain)
A scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Thy kingdom. (Refrain)
Glory… Both now… O, only begotten Son and Word of God…
THE THIRD ANTIPHON
Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy father’s house. Even the rich among the people shall entreat thy countenance. I shall commemorate
thy name in every generation.

~ During the Little Entrance, after the verses of the Third Antiphon, chant the Apolytikion of the
Presentation of Christ. Then, the following:
THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN)
The Lord hath made known His salvation; He hath revealed His justice in the sight of the Gentiles.
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
~ After the Entrance, sing the hymns in the following order below.
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT
From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the threeday burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord,
glory to Thee.
APOLYTIKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE
Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace, for from thee arose the Sun of justice, Christ our God,
lighting those who are in darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O righteous elder, carrying in thine arms
the Deliverer of our souls, Who granteth us Resurrection.
~ Do NOT sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.
KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE
Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, didst bless
Simeon’s arms, and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and confirm them whom
Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of mankind.
THE EPISTLE
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For He hath regarded the humility of His servant.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (7:7-17)
Brethren, it is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior. Here tithes are received by
mortal men; there, by one of whom it is testified that he lives. One might even say that Levi himself,
who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when
Melchizedek met him. Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for
under it the people received the law), what further need would there have been for another priest to
arise after the order of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order of Aaron? For when
there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as well. For the one of
whom these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from which no one has ever served at the
altar. For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, and in connection with that tribe
Moses said nothing about priests. This becomes even more evident when another priest arises in
the likeness of Melchizedek, who has become a priest, not according to a legal requirement concerning bodily descent but by the power of an indestructible life. For it is witnessed of him, “Thou art
a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.”
THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (2:22-40)
In those days, the parents of Jesus brought Him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is
written in the law of the Lord, “Every male that opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”),
and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two
young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was
righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the
Lord’s Christ. And inspired by the Spirit he came into the Temple; and when the parents brought in
the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the law, he took Him up in his arms and
blessed God and said, “Lord, now lettest thou Thy servant depart in peace,

according to Thy word; for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared in the
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Thy people Israel.” And
His father and his mother marveled at what was said about Him; and Simeon blessed them and
said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a
sign that is spoken against (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that thoughts out
of many hearts may be revealed.” And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of
the tribe of Asher; she was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years from her virginity, and as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping
with fasting and prayer night and day. And coming up at that very hour she gave thanks to God, and
spoke of Him to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. And when they had performed everything according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city,
Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon Him.
MEGALYNARION OF THE PRESENTATION IN TONE THREE
O Theotokos, * thou hope of all Christians; *
keep and shelter and preserve * them that set their hope in thee.
In the shadow and letter of the Law, let us the faithful contemplate a prefiguring: Every male child
that openeth the womb is holy unto God. Therefore, do we magnify the first-born Word, the Son of
the Father Who is without beginning, the first-born Child of a Mother who hath not known wedlock.
KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) OF THE FEAST IN TONE EIGHT
I will receive the cup of salvation, and call upon the Name of the Lord. Alleluia.
Post-Communion Hymn: “We have seen the true light.”

Announcements
EPISTLE READINGS

February 2nd
February 9th
February 16th
February 23rd

Debbie Thieme
St. Paul to the Hebrews. (7:7-17)
Subdeacon Michael St. Paul to St. Timothy. (3:10-15)
Alix Hall St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:12-20)
Subdeacon Jean St. Paul to the Corinthians. (8:8-9:2)
Holly Blank (February 4)
Christy Shark and Stuart Zolton (February 6)
May God grant you Many Years!

OUR SCHEDULE
Choir Rehearsal
Every Wednesday at 3:30PM
Book Study is on Hold Now, we will resume in March
VESPERS
Every Wednesday at 6:00pm Vespers is the evening prayer service of the Church and is a meditation on God’s creation as well as the theme of a particular Saint
or daily commemoration.
GREAT VESPERS
Every Saturday at 5pm Prepare for the Lord’s Day.
Confessions will be heard before or following the service.
Catechism Class
Every Saturday following Great Vespers
We welcome everyone who would like to learn more about the Orthodox Christian Faith.

February 2nd
Presentation of Our Lord to the Temple
PREPARING FOR GREAT LENT
Little by little since the Sunday of Zaccheus we have been preparing ourselves for Great Lent,
which in turn is the movement towards the Feast of Feasts, the Pascha, Easter. The first Sunday of
this preparatory period, the Sunday of the Pharisee and the Publican, has as its theme: Christianity
as humility. The second Sunday, the Sunday of the Prodigal Son, has the theme: Christianity as
return or conversion. The third Sunday has the theme: Christianity as judgment. The fourth Sunday
has the theme: Christianity as forgiveness. These four themes are essential in our preparation for
Great Lent.
Let us approach Lent with a proper understanding of this period. Let us not reduce this Lent to
giving up something for Lent: for this idea fills man with such pride that he loses all the benefit he
was supposed to achieve and even more. Let us not reduce Lent to our personal problem.
Lent is a time for slowing-down, for taking ourselves to account, in order that we may be spiritually prepared for the feast to come. Lent is the time when the Church withdraws from the New
Testament into the Old Testament. Lent is the time when we become nostalgic for communion.
In a larger sense, Lent is a permanent dimension of Christianity. It is not a spiritual bath. Lent
expresses the church as pilgrimage, as movement, as exodus. Lent opens our eyes to the things that
we do not see. Let us remember the idea of Church as fast and feast, as expectation and fulfillment,
as humility and glory.
The history of our salvation began when God told Abraham to go from Ur in Chaldaea to the
land of Canaan. Later on the Exodus from Egypt was the first Great Passover or Pascha. This Exodus is the first image of the Church as the Sons of Israel, the People of God. This Exodus has given
us the symbol for the 40 days fast. The idea of the 40 is that the goal of those who went into the
desert was the Promised Land. And so for us Christians the first spiritual dimension of Lent is 40
days. The Christian goal is the new Promised Land, the Kingdom of Heaven. Yet in the very desire
for the Kingdom of Heaven, we somehow already possess it.
Lent means not only externals as fasting and doing without, but a change in our lives, and a
renewal of our baptismal vows, and a new dedication to serve God, a decision for Christ. Above
all, let us not misunderstand Lent. Our hymns clearly indicate the true purpose of Lent:
Let us begin the Fast with joy! Let us prepare ourselves for spiritual efforts! Let us purify
and cleanse our flesh! Let us abstain from passion, as we abstain from food!
Let us rejoice in the Spirit and persevere with love! and another hymn: Brethren, while fasting physically, Let us also
fast spiritually! Let us loosen every bond of injustice!
Let us destroy the strong fetters of violence! Let us tear up every unjust writing!
Let us give bread to the hungry, and Let us welcome the homeless poor to our homes.
That from Christ God we may receive great mercy!

In Christ,

Fr. Elia Shalhoub
Very Rev. Fr. Elia Shalhoub, Pastor

Please pray for the healing of Luke and Beverly Delida, Lisa Zolton,
Tatiana Jones, Gabriella Baika, Ted Theodoropoulos, Lou Abraham,
Fr. Basil, Fr. Demetri Tsigas, Ralph Perers, Susan Perers, Alix Hall,
Deborah Thieme, Shirley Young, Ann Shark, Nina and Diogo Penas,
Beth Manzini, John Archambeau, Holly Blank, Alex & Soula.

TODAY’S FEAST

The Presentation of Our Lord and Savior in the Temple
When the most pure Mother and Ever-Virgin Mary's forty days of purification had been fulfilled, she took her first-born Son to Jerusalem
on this, the fortieth day after His birth, that she might present Him in
the temple according to the Law of Moses, which teaches that every
first-born male child be dedicated to God, and also that she might offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons, as required by the
Law (Luke 2:22-24; Exod. 13:2; Lev. 12:6-8). On this same day, a just and devout
man, the greatly aged Symeon, was also present in the temple, being guided by
the Holy Spirit. For a long time, this man had been awaiting the salvation of God,
and he had been informed by divine revelation that he would not die until he beheld the Lord's Christ. Thus, when he beheld Him at that time and took Him up
into his aged arms, he gave glory to God, singing: "Now lettest Thou Thy servant
depart in peace, O Master. . ." And he confessed that he would close his eyes joyfully, since he had seen the Light of revelation for the nations and the Glory of Israel (Luke 2:25-32). From ancient times, the Holy Church has retained this tradition of the churching of the mother and new-born child on the fortieth day and of
the reading of prayers of purification.
WELCOME!
We are glad you are worshipping with us! This Church is one community of
many in the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. The Church of Antioch belongs to two thousand years of evangelization, teaching, history, and
tradition which expresses the continued commitment of its members to the
Orthodox Christian faith in the Lord Jesus Christ! Visitors, please feel at
home in prayer and worship. Please submit your names to the Ushers and
introduce yourself to Fr. Elia at the end of the service so he may welcome you
personally.
ABOUT THE DIVINE LITURGY
The Divine Liturgy expresses the entire Christian faith in a continuous song
of praise and prayer addressed to God. It is focused on God, not on us. There
is nothing just for amusement or entertainment. Since much of the service is
the same every week, worshippers know it and can participate personally, either by singing along or just by prayerful attention. Worshippers are surrounded by icons (pictures of Christ and the saints), which remind us that we
are participating, while on earth, in the worship of all the angels and saints in
heaven. The entire service (except for the sermon) is sung. The words are all
from Scripture or ancient Christian texts. Please follow the service in the
books available in the pews. Weekly changes will appear below and marked
with a corresponding letter in the service book.
COME BACK
We hope to see you next week. Each Sunday we celebrate the Resurrection
of Christ with our morning Matins service at 8:45am followed by the main
Sunday service, Divine Liturgy at 10am. Sunday School for the Children follows Communion. Fr. Elia would love to speak with you and answer any
questions you may have. Please fill out our Guest CONNECTION CARD
and leave it on the pew. There’s also a place where you can let us know any
specific needs or concerns and we will lift them up in prayer.

UPCOMING SUNDAY CALENDAR
Below is the list of the upcoming Sundays from January 26th until
Holy Pascha, which falls on April 19th this year.
We invite you to join us each week for Sunday Liturgy to celebrate this special
Commemoration of Jesus’ life, death, and Resurrection.
Please mark these special dates on your calendar.

January 26

Sunday of Zacchaeus

February 2

Presentation of Our Lord

February 9

Pharisee & Publican

February 16

Prodigal Son

February 23

Meatfare Sunday (Last Judgement)

March 1

Cheesefare Sunday (Forgiveness Sunday)

March 2

Beginning of Great Lent

March 8

1st Sunday of Lent (Sunday of Orthodoxy)

March 15

2nd Sunday of Lent

March 22

3rd Sunday of Lent

March 29

4th Sunday of Lent

April 5

5th Sunday of Lent

April 12

PALM SUNDAY

April 17

GOOD FRIDAY

April 19

HOLY PASCHA

April 26

THOMAS SUNDAY (Church 20th Anniversary)

2020 PLEDGE DRIVE
Thank you to the following Parishioners who already signed their pledge card
Total Amount from 31 pledge units ($39,930.00)
(Our Goal for 2020 is $60,000.00)
Abraham, Louis
Abdo-Dambrosio, Deborah
Abodeley, John and Vicky
Alexander, Lou
Archambeau, John
Ashley, Eden
Baika, Gabriella
Blank, Holly
Bellinger, Jeffrey
Carey, Michealle
Dragu,Ionica and Marcel
Enstice, Stephanie
Gabbasova, Yuliya
Gorczynski, Michael and Janet
Hall, Alix
Karas, John and Joanne
Kiros, Peri
Kuzmits, Greg
Liberman, Michael
Munoz, Carlos and Olga
Najjar, Jean and Joujou
Pakey, Ethan
Perers, Ralph and Susan
Samra, Fr. Basil
Shalhoub, Fr. Elia and Kh. Odette
Shark, Ann
Skaff, Dr. Alex
Smith, Patricia
Sorenson, Mark and Lori
Thieme, Deborah
Young, Shirley

THE ARCHDIOCESE ANNUAL ASSESSMENT
($40.00) PER BAPTISED SOUL

EVERY PARISHIONER IS RESPONSIBLE TO PAY THIS
ASSESSMENT ONCE A YEAR BESIDE YOUR PLEDGE
TO THE CHURCH.

2020

2020

Please support our sponsors

If you would like to promote your
business, and support our bulletin,
place your ad here. Only $100 a year that’s less then $2 per ad.
To place your ad in our weekly
bulletin call or email Yuliya:
(321) 960-9564 or
yuliya.warner@yahoo.com

ABOUT COMMUNION

We are happy that you have joined us today. Indeed, we pray for the
“unity of the Faith” for the day when all of Christianity are united as ONE
and can share a common Chalice. However, this is not the case as yet.
Please note that Holy Communion, the actual Body & Blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ, is only for Members of the Orthodox Church who have prepared themselves through prayer, fasting, and confession, & arrived before the Gospel reading. However, everyone is welcome to partake of the
blessed bread and receive a blessing from the pastor at the dismissal. If
you are interested, you may inquire with the pastor how you can become
a member.
If you are a guest or otherwise not a regular communicant, please give
your baptismal name when receiving.

